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GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 
www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 


Visits us as RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show E69 
and RHS Flower Show Tatton Park GR19 
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Whenever I hear mention of Haseley Court, an 
image of its former owner, the super-stylish, 
interior designer Nancy Lancaster springs to 
mind. Shot by the late, great photographer 
Valerie Finnis, it shows a smiling Nancy watering 
her garden surrounded by flowers, wearing a 
little brown jacket, jaunty yellow scarf and navy 
apron. Owners of gardens that have formerly 
been closely associated with a particular person, 
often feel under pressure to keep the garden much the same as it had been. 
Yet the most talented of gardeners are always fine-tuning their gardens, 
experimenting and, let’s face it, having fun. The current owners of Haseley 
Court took over in 1982, and knew and worked alongside Nancy in her 
final years. Today, the garden looks lovelier than ever. Starting a garden 
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from scratch is an altogether different challenge, and I am delighted that we Rag transformed her Somerset garden. Seepage 50: 
‘ Gell mae : 


feature influential garden designer Penelope Hobhouse’s new garden at her 
home in Somerset. When Penelope arrived, the garden was mainly laid to 
lawn and it is remarkable to see what she has achieved in just a few years. 
An in-depth knowledge of plants and how to use and combine them to 
best effect is key to creating a beautiful garden. Designer Arne Maynard 
has done extensive planting of roses at Haddon Hall in Derbyshire and 

he shares his favourite 12 roses with us on page 46. Stylish planting in 
well-considered gardens are just what we like best at GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED. I hope you enjoy the issue. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 
digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 


FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. columnist. 
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ON THE COVER 
Roses page 46 


Penelope Hobhouse’s 
new garden page 50 


Classic English garden 
page 38 


How to employ a designer 
page 78 


COVER IMAGE 
Haseley Court Photograph 
by Craig Fordham 
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June plants Nursery owner Derry Watkins 

welcomes in summer with a selection of 

ten top plants that show the season at its best 84 
Creating romance with roses Designer Arne 

Maynard loves old-fashioned roses in borders, 

climbing up walls and romping through grass 

Nature’s palette Fashion designer Katelyn 

Toth-Fejel forages plants to create a subtle 

palette of fabric dyes 

Plant profile: Centaurea These thistle-like 

flowers come in various sizes and colours, look 50 
good all summer and attract beneficial insects 


70 
Heavenly Haseley Effortless style and dreamy 
plantings mark out Haseley Court in Oxfordshire 
as a classic among English country gardens 


Wild at heart A landscape gardener has used 
the garden of his restored farmhouse in rural 
Germany to further his passion for natural 
planting schemes 

Nurturing talent Hortus Loci, in Hampshire, 
has become the nursery of choice for leading 
designers looking for a discerning range of 
interesting plants to help them achieve perfect 
gardens at the Chelsea Flower Show and beyond 


Fresh start Anna Pavord interviews influential 
designer Penelope Hobhouse to find the secrets 
behind the beautiful new private garden she has 
created from scratch in a little over two years 
Who’s who José Dent has made it her 

mission to promote The Jerusalem Botanical 
Gardens as a place of cultural exchange and 
horticultural excellence 


78 Working with a designer What are the key 
considerations you should to take into 
account when getting a designer on board 
to revamp your garden? 

130 The hole in the wall gang Columnist Frank 
Ronan is keen to soften the appeal of a newly 
built garden wall with a few choice gems 


Design 


91 Design news The latest projects and events, 
including the newly opened Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park in East London 

96 Design ideas: balconies and windowboxes 
Even the smallest outdoor space can be greatly 
enhanced with plants 

101 Design sourcebook Nine of the best garden 
games to entertain you this summer 

102 Imperial gardens of Russia Three UK designers 
prepare their designs for this year’s garden show 
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Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in: What's happening this month — get close 
to insects, choose from stylish products and 
decide on a midsummer garden visit 
Gardening talent head gardener Tim Marshall 
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Urban gardener Food writer and gardener 
Jojo Tulloh muses on the appeal of chicory 
Subscription offer Free 30-day trial when 
you subscribe to the digital edition 

Books New books for gardeners, including 
Remaking a Garden: The Laskett Transformed 
Letters Share your thoughts, plus in Talking Point 
Alys Fowler considers the viability of a 
self-sufficient city 

Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in July 


From planters, fountains and statues to balustrades, 
porticos and follies — our stonework designs look fabulous 
when new and grow ever-more distinguished as they age. 


Browse our unrivalled collection online or 
call to request a catalogue. 


haddonstone.com 


HADDONSTONE 01604770711 


JASON INGRAM 


MICHAEL 
BRECKWOLDT 

Garden writer Michael is based 

in Germany. He's a great lover of 
the relaxed garden style that is 
typical of cottage gardens, and on 


page 72 he visits a fabulous garden 
near Cologne where the natural- 
looking planting creates just the 
type of scheme he admires. 
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“The garden of Ommertalhof seems to be an overwhelming piece 
of nature although lots of work has to be put into it.” 


LOUISE ALLEN 


Kew and Wisley trained, Louise 
spent 18 years at the University of 
Oxford Botanic Garden before she 
and her husband, Piers, set up the 
antique garden tools and furniture 
business Garden & Wood. She 
lives close to Haseley Court, and 
on page 38 she shares some of 
that garden's history and magic. 


“Having known the garden at Haseley Court for over 20 years, 
| was thrilled to be able to write about this magical place.” 


HELEN BABBS 

Helen is an author and journalist. 
Her first book, My Garden, My 
City, and Me, is about the glories 
of growing things and urban 
nature. On page 58 she meets 
permaculture enthusiast and 
fabric designer Katelyn Toth-Fejel 
who creates wonderful dyes 
from foraged plants in London. 


“Katelyn's enthusiasm is infectious. A walk with her means getting 
down on your hands and knees to peer at things in close up.” 


MARTIN BLOW 

Martin Blow is a self-confessed 
plantaholic and admits that 
running Special Perennials nursery 
only serves to feed his habit. 
Collecting Centaurea and Helenium 
with wife Janet has got so out of 
hand they now hold National 
Collections. On page 62 he selects 


his favourite perennial centaureas. 


“Perennial centaurea are adaptable and beautiful, and provide 
a wonderful nectar feast for bees and butterflies.” 
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The best of both worlds... 


White Cottage 


Greenhouses 


A traditional timber glasshouse with a powder-coated 
aluminium roof. The character and beauty you only get 
from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. 
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White Cottage 


...A Great British Mower 


The Hayter. Barrier range is handmade in Bishop's StortfordHertiordshire, = — 
in the same factorysthat’s been: producing some"of the country’s “43 
finest lawnmowers for over 65 years. 


Trusted by thousands of homeowners and landscape professionals ~ 
across the land to produce perfect stripes, day in, day out, whatever the weather. 
Hayter mowers are a pleasure to use and will serve you well for many years to come. 


MADE IN 
BRITAIN 


\ Ask your Hayter Dealer to recommend the model that’s best 
>» for you and become part of this very British tradition. 


Find your nearest Hayter dealer at www.hayter.co.uk ; i AY [ ER 


or call 0800 781 7582 for a brochure. 
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THE SPEAKER 

ANNA PAVORD is a garden 

writer and historian. She is 
gardening correspondent in The 
Independent, as well as a regular 
contributor to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 


DATE 
Sunday 14 September 2014 


HELD AT 
Hotel Endsleigh, Milton Abbot, 
Tavistock, Devon PL19 OPQ 


PROGRAMME 
10.30am Arrival and coffee 
llam Talk by Anna Pavord on 
Repton and the English 
Country Garden 
12.45pm Champagne 
reception and lunch 
2.30pm Tour of gardens with 
head gardener 
4pm Tea and cake on 
the terrace 
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Join Anna Pavord for our reader day at Hotel Endsleigh 
to learn more about Humphry Repton’s approach to creating 
the ultimate English country garden — 14 September 2014 


Two hundred years ago, the landscape architect Humphry Repton was asked by the 6th Duke 
of Bedford to create a vision for the gardens and landscape at his house in Devon. Repton spent 
three days being carried around in a sedan chair formulating his vision. His ideas were duly 
presented in one of Repton’s famous ‘red books’ and his ideas carried out. 

To celebrate this anniversary year, and the garden’s continued glory with many of Repton’s 
features still intact, we are hosting a reader day with garden writer and historian Anna Pavord at 
Hotel Endsleigh so that readers can learn more about the garden’s history and Repton’s work as 
one of Britain’s most influential garden designers. 

Your day begins with Anna Pavord’s talk on Repton’s legacy. You'll then enjoy a champagne 
reception and delicious lunch in the hotel’s restaurant, followed by a guided tour of the gardens 
with the head gardener. The day finishes on the terrace with tea and cake. 


Hotel Endsleigh is offering Reader Day guests a 10% DISCOUNT for stays over the weekend (Friday and Saturday nights) and a 
15% DISCOUNT for stays on the Sunday night. Contact the hotel for full details on 01822 870000 and quote GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 9 
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NATURAL BEAUTY | 


Stretching from the golden.sand dunes and beaches of Cape Cod to 
the lush and forested Berkshire Hills, Massachusetts is waiting to be 
explored. Visit Boston, one of America's most vibrant and historic cities, 4 
enjoy world-class museums and affordable shopping or head to the 
glorious island getaways of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. With 
something for everyone, discover Massachusetts like never before. 


Plan your holiday today at massholiday.co.uk or call 0208 464 8483 


Discover 
America MASSACHUSETTS 
7 IT’S ALL HERE? 
massholiday.co.uk 
tm, t VW @VisitMA_UK 


= 8 = & 8 « 


}OMERY 


ANDREW MONTG 


READER DAY AT GREAT DIXTER 


The Kitchen Garden: 
sm, A New Experience , 


AARON BERTELSEN grew up in 
New Zealand, where he helped his 
© grandfather to grow vegetables. 
From these beginnings he went 
on to train at Kew and has worked 
at Great Dixter for 12 years. 


DATE 
Monday 29 September 2014 


HELD AT 
Great Dixter, Northiam, Rye, 
East Sussex TN31 6PH 


PROGRAMME 
10am Arrival and coffee 
10.30am Talk on The Kitchen 
Garden: a new experience 

12 noon Lunch in the Great Hall 
1.30pm Guided tour of garden 

3pm Tea in the Plant Nursery 

with 10% discount on plants 


Spend a day with Aaron Bertelsen, Great Dixter’s vegetable 
gardener, looking at the tradition of the kitchen garden and 
its 21st-century purpose and appeal — 29 September 2014 


While Great Dixter is known for its clever successional plantings, effusive herbaceous long border 
and naturalised meadow areas, the vegetable garden is also an integral part of the garden. The late, 
great gardener Christopher Lloyd was passionate about growing fruit and vegetables at Great Dixter, 
and was also a talented cook, so flavour has always been key. Aaron will discuss how he has taken 
on the legacy as Dixter’s gardener cook and how he manages the kitchen garden through the year, 
giving tips on best practice, vegetable must-haves and a selection of Christo’s favourite recipes. 

He will also look at how to modernise the appeal of the kitchen garden by incorporating 
more unusual vegetables into the mix, as well as taking a look at the rise of the city farm 
phenomena and the potential of growing on urban wasteland. 

Your day includes a tour of the gardens at Dixter with head gardener Fergus Garrett and the 
chance to buy plants from the nursery at a 10 per cent discount (valid on the day only). 
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ILLUSTRATED LECTURE WITH ON es 


ty Don 


Monty's passion for gardens and gardening, organic practices and home-grown 
vegetables encompasses a deep respect for rural living and traditional skills. 
He reflects on these interests and his gardening life at our autumn lecture — 10 October 2014 


THE SPEAKER Autumn is a time to take stock of the garden — to consider your growing successes and take 
MONTY DON has been a familiar on board inspiration for the next year. Join us at the first of our GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
gardening figure on our television 
screens for over 20 years with 
programmes such as Gardeners’ World 
and Around the World in 80 Gardens. and his Herefordshire gar den. 


autumn lectures, held at the Royal Geographical Society in London, with our guest 
speaker Monty Don who will talk about his life in gardening, his passion for growing 


Over his long career as a gardening presenter we’ve shared Monty’s gardening highs 
and lows, most recently from his garden at Longmeadow, familiar to viewers of Gardeners’ 
World, from where the programme has been filmed for the last three years; we’ve followed 
him to gardens around the world to share his insights into gardeners past and present 
from a range of gardening cultures; and we’ve admired his dedication to promoting the 
skills of rural craftsmen and the way he asks us to re-evaluate our relationship with the 
countryside. His talk promises to be entertaining, informative and thought provoking. 
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ALAMY 


SAZINE, VIEW PICTURES LTD 


NORLD MAC 


DATE 
Friday 10 October 2014 


HELD AT 
Royal Geographical Society, 
1 Kensington Gore, South 
Kensington, London SW7 2AR 


PROGRAMME 
6.15pm Doors open 
(cash bar available) 

7.30pm Lecture starts 
9pm Lecture ends 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reserves the right to replace the speaker with another speaker of equal stature in the unlikely event that the original speaker is unable to attend. Tickets 
must be booked in advance. Please let us know when booking of any special access requirements. Tickets are non-refundable. Driving to the lecture is not advised. Nearest 
London Underground station is South Kensington. Cash Bar. *Please have your subscriber number to hand when you call. This can be found on your magazine wrapping. 
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ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2014: 18 Jun, 2 Jul, 3 Sept 

2015: 6 May, 20 May 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa 
Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 
2014: 1 June, 11 July, 21 Sept 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 


Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa © 


Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
2014: 3 June, 1 July, 16 Sept 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2014: 5 June, 18 Sept 


VENETO AND LAKE GARDA 

Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Padua, 
Villa Pisani and Verona 

2014: 16 Sept 


www.expressionsholidays.co.uk 


Sparkling Summer Music 


An exceptional collection of concerts 
in the heart of the City, featuring 
much-loved classics performed by 
the world’s greatest artists. 


London's Scminhioniee orchestra 


barbican 


Resident 
Orchestra 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


e@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


e@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 


@: @® Ate. wk Si 
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Crypressions 


idon Symphony Orchestra 
Living Music 


Summer Highlights - June 


SUPERSTAR SOLOISTS 

Thu 12 Jun 

Bruch Scottish Fantasy for Violin 
with Nicola Benedetti 

Thu 19 Jun 

Mozart Piano Concert No 23 
with Lise de la Salle 


BLISSFUL BEETHOVEN 

Fri 6 —- Sun 29 Jun 

Mass in C 

Symphonies No 2 & No 3 (‘Eroica’) 

Triple Concerto for Violin, Cello and Piano 


SYMPHONIC GREATS 

Thu 12 Jun 

Dvorak Symphony No 8 

Thu 19 Jun 

Bruckner Symphony No 8 

Sun 29 Jun 

Messiaen Turangalila-Symphonie 


020 7638 8891 
Iso.co.uk 


TIM GAINEY / GAP PHOTOS 


What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 
NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


peGET INVOLVED 
AGreatures gre 


sp Gardens are vital habits for i 
important we understand the 
ee biodiversity. Celebrating ‘the little 
things that run the world’ National Insect Week 
gezz June) Sees a host of activities to get us 
looking and appreciating: For example there are 
events taking place at London’s Natural History 
Museu tillingfleet Lodge Garden near York 
RH Prince Charles's home at Highgrove, or yo 
ean take part in a photography competition. Find 
‘out what's going on near you or set up your own 
insect related event at nationalinsectweek.co.u 
nw ~~ 
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Pulling the wool 


Protect your plants from slugs — and help support the British 
wool industry — with Slug Gone wool pellets. Placed around 
vulnerable plants, the organic, composted wool pellets expand 
to form a mat around the plant that 
deters slugs and snails. It also 

helps retain moisture, deters weeds 
and degrades slowly to release 
nutrients that help improve soil 
quality. Available in 1 litre, 3.5 litre or 
10 litre packs. Available from garden 


centres and online retailers. 


Root Camp 


Get teenagers engaged with the 
food they eat — and where it 
comes from at a summer 
residential course from Root 
Camp. Aimed at 15-21 year olds, 
each camp sees the young 
adults take part in sowing, 
growing and harvesting their 
food and then using it to cook 
healthy and tasty meals for the 
group. Residential courses take 
place in Wales on 19-24 July, 

28 July — 2 August and 

4-9 August. rootcamp.co.uk 


Midsummer in a meadow 


Get to grips with how to use a scythe as part of the maintenance of 
ameadow, and learn more about rural crafts, such as hurdle 
making, wood carving and sheep shearing, at Wimpole Hall’s 
Scything and Smallholders Weekend. This National Trust property 
in Cambridgeshire recently featured in the BBC series Inside the 
National Trust, will see scything expert and estate ranger Simon 
Damant and Richard Brown from meadow seed experts 
Emorsgate Seeds head up a weekend of activities and advice. 
28-29 June Wimpole Hall. Tel 01223 206000, www.wimpole.org 


Painted & Finished 


Sein. sto 


Posh Sheds are different. We design and build wooden 
sheds of the highest quality. Offering both a set range 
and bespoke design service, our sheds are built to last, 
extremely functional and above all look superb. 


@ 01544 387101 
www.theposhshedcompany.co.uk 


Learn how to scythe as part of a 
weekend of countryside activities. 


om 


Is it time for a shed you can be proud of? 


oA 


digin news  rémeeieas. ; 


Diary 


Gardening, food and crafts celebrated at Holker's popular 
festival with expert advice and plenty of stalls to browse. 
30 May — 1 June. 10am-5.30pm. £15, concessions available. 
Holker Hall & Gardens, Cark-in-Cartmel, Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA11 7PL. Tel 01539 
558838, holkerfestival.co.uk 


The new garden of designers Isabel 
and Julian Bannerman, Trematon 
Castle is open for the NGS on two 
Sundays: 1 and 15June. 2-5pm, 

£5. ngs.org.uk. More generally 

the garden is open Thursday to 
Friday, 1lam-4.30pm until the end 
of July. Trematon Castle, Castle Hill, 
Trematon, Saltash, Cornwall PL12 
AQW. bannermandesign.com 


i= 3 


ace eee é Plant stalls and expert advice plus 
“ Trematon Castle is‘opening —— 3 ; 
_ its gartiens in June and July. talks from designer and presenter 
> ean James Alexander-Sinclair, BBC 
Radio 2 allotment guru Terry Walton 
and bee specialist Brigit Strawbridge. 7-8 June, 10am-5pm, 
£6.50. Hellens Manor, Much Marcle, Herefordshire 
HR8 2LY. Tel 01432 268989, thegardenfestival.co.uk 


DAVIDHARBER 


+44 (0)1235 859300 www.davidharber.com 


Find out what edible flowers there are, how to grow them and 
how you can use them to enhance summer salads and 
dishes with Petersham Nurseries’ head gardener Lucy Boyd. 
10 June, 10.30am-12pm. £25. Petersham Nurseries, Church 
Lane, off Petersham Road, Richmond, Surrey TW10 7AG. 
Please book in advance Tel 020 8940 5230 or email 
info@petershamnurseries.com 


View Alitex greenhouse designs and find out about the 
techniques used to make Gaze Burvill's oak garden furniture. 

14 June, 9.30am-12.30pm. Lodge Farm, Newton Valence, Alton, 
Hampshire GU34 3QH. Tel 01730 826900, alitex.co.uk 


Over 200 gardens open to visit across 25 London 
boroughs including private, hidden and community gardens. 
14-15 June. An advance weekend ticket is £10 available from 

opensquares.org. Ticket bought on the weekend itself is £12. 


Top UK nurseries and experts on hand to give advice, plus 
music, entertainment and food throughout the day all held 
within the 28-acre gardens of the abbey. 21-22 June. 10am- 
5pm, £11. Woburn Abbey and Gardens, Woburn, Bedfordshire 
MK17 9WA. Tel 01525 290333, woburnabbey.co.uk 


Aweek of events to celebrate Godinton’s collection of 
delphiniums in bloom in the walled garden, including expert 
advice and plant sales. 22-29 June, garden entry £5. Godinton 
House, Godinton Lane, Ashford, Kent TN23 3BP. Tel 01233 
643854, godintonhouse.co.uk 
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Clematis ‘Maria Skloda ska 


NEW PLANTS — , eee, 
Worth talking note of | water} 
Among the many new plants introduced at the Chelsea 1] 
Flower Show is Clematis ‘Maria Sklodowska Curie’ with 
ruffles of white petals centred byt rich, yellow anthers. 
The clematis is named after the Polish physicist Elare| 4 4 slyoht! 
chemist Marie Curie, and a donation will bemade to the 
Marie Curie Cancer Care charity from each plant sold 


aed 


this year. For details visit thorncroftclematis.co.uk “ ‘ comes Te! 

Also avi aire Austinhas nine » jet a a i 
new bearded iris Cultivars — all discovered while on ra C yUrS COTN plete 
an iris-huntingitfip to the USA) including ‘Better ' | a 

- ' ° q tA 
Together’ (se@ right), i icffhas near-black falls se : 
ae d one 

off beautiful y DY hite standards flushed with lris ‘Better Tozétheren 


pale bide? For details claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk 
ae 


Three of Cameron Short's wallpaper 
designs: Treasure Tree (black), Varx, 
Treasure Tree (green) and Night Jar. 


Party with a purpose 

Why not consider gathering together friends and neighbours in your 
garden this summer — and raising money for charity? Horticultural 
therapy charity Thrive is asking people to hold a garden party to raise 


AMERON SHORT CITES THE WALLPAPER artisan Marthe Armitage as 
one of his key mentors in setting up and creating his own hand block- 
printed wallpaper and pair’s work shares many of the same qualities. funds for the work they do in helping transform the lives of people 
Cameron's designs are steeped in country folklore, including 'Varx’ (above living with a disability or mental ill health. You could host a tea party, 
middle), with a mischievous fox just visible behind a veil of foxgloves or ‘Ode 
to the Ash’ which celebrates this tree’s key place in the British countryside. 
Cameron's designs are available from thenewcraftsmen.com 


hold a garden sale, or join with other gardens in your area to create a 
garden trail. For a fundraising pack with posters, invitations and tips 
contact Thrive on 0118 988 5688, fundraising@thrive.org.uk 


BON APPETIT /ALAMY 


The new Karcher garden watering range. 
Demonstrated by Diarmuid Gavin. 


Your grass will always be greener with the new garden watering range from Karcher. , re 
The hoses, sprinklers, nozzles and spray guns are adaptable, tough and easy to 


use, making watering your garden, flower beds and vegetable patches a pleasure. 


See our online demonstration with Diarmuid Gavin at www.karcherwatering.co.uk 
and check out the Karcher watering range at B&Q. 


www.karcher.co.uk 
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makes a difference 


Salvia microphylla Cerro Potosi’ 
Shrubby salvias are one of the delights of any 


sunny garden. In bloom from June to early 


November, in almost any colour, they are 
deciduous shrubs so look dead in winter but come 
back to life beautifully if pruned hard in spring. 
Collected at high elevation on a mountain of the 
same name in Mexico, ‘Cerro Potosi’ has extra big 
lowers of such an intense hot pink that they seem 
ate with what I call burn-a-hole-in-the- 


ea . 


Growing conditions Full suity good drainage. 
Hardiness USDA 7a-9b'. 

Origin Mexico. d 

Season of interest June — October. 


Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath 
specialplants.net 


Lathyrus odoratus 
‘Matucana’ 

The sweetest smelling of all sweet peas. 
“Matucana closely resembles the original 
sweet pea introduced by Cupani in 1699, 
but it has four rather than two flowers per 
stem and they’re slightly bigger. Both have 
deep magenta upper petals and purple- 
blue lower petals. A hardy annual best 
sown in October and kept under cover 
without heat until March. They can be 
sown in February or March but will never 
get as big or produce as many flowers. In a 
good year I need a step ladder to pick the 
flowers from my autumn-sown ones. 


Height 2m. 

Growing conditions Full sun, not too dry. 
Hardiness USDA 2a-11. 

Origin Sicily. 

Season of interest June — September. 


tHardiness ratings given where available. 


June plants 


There's a wealth of plants that look good in June, but how to 
pick the best? Derry Watkins selects her favourites 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Paeonia rockil 

The most beautiful of all tree peonies, 
and fragrant too. Long-lived and tough 
despite its sumptuous exotic appearance. 
P. rockii with its enormous ruffled white 
flower, which is 12cm across and has a 
black blotch at the base of each petal, is 
possibly the closest we have to the original 
peony introduced from China by Joseph 
Rock. Pink, red and white, frilled, double 
hybrids have been developed over 
hundreds of years by the Chinese, now 
collectively called Paeonia Gansu Group 
(or Gansu Mudan) because Gansu is the 
province from which they come. 


Height 2m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade. 
Hardiness USDA 5a-9b. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest May — June. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Nepeta kubanica 
Nepeta cataria is an addictive drug for 
cats. Nepeta kubanica does not interest 


cats, but is addictive for me. It is a giant 
nepeta, 1.2m-tall, with substantial, 
solid-looking, 45cm-flower spikes on 
dark stems. Blue flowers emerge from the 
darkest of blue buds and almost black 
calyxes in tight whorls. A show-stopping 
plant when in full flower. The leaves have 
the usual good minty nepeta smell, and 
the substantial seedheads stand well into 
winter. De Hessenhof, my favourite 
Dutch nursery, gave me this a few years 
ago and it is magnificent. 


Height 1.2m. 

Growing conditions Sun and good drainage. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 

Origin Central Europe, Caucasus. 

Season of interest June — September. 
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Aquilegia vulgaris var. stellata 
white flowered 

An aquilegia that is missing the spurs 

at the back, which subtly changes the 
shape of the whole flower. At one time 


it was called Aquilegia clematiflora ‘Alba, 
which is possibly a much more 
appropriate name as the flowers do 
resemble small clematis flowers. Easy 

to grow in sun or shade, it tends to come 
true if not grown in close proximity with 
other aquilegias, and will sow itself. This 
form is an elegant, greenish white, very 
pure and cool, lovely in the dappled 
shade of deciduous trees. 


Height 45-60cm. 

Growing conditions Sun or shade. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 
Origin Europe. 

Season of interest June. 


Places 
to visit 
Derry shares some of her 


favourite places to see 
plants at their best. 


Sleightholmedale Lodge, 
on the edge of the North 
Yorkshire Moors, is a 
spectacular three-acre 
garden that thrives despite 
its seemingly bleak and 
exposed location. Three 
generations of the same 
family have gardened on 
the side of this steep, 


Tropaeolum majus 

‘Hermine Grashoff’ 

The flowers of “Hermine Grashoff’ are 

so double they cannot set any seed so it 
has to be propagated from cuttings every 
year (easy to root from non-flowering 
sideshoots). The Victorians loved its 
brilliant colour and vigorous trailing habit, 
but the seventies fashion for pastel colours 
nearly put paid to poor Hermine. 
Fortunately, orange is back and now we 
have an apricot one as well, ‘Margaret Long’ 
For some reason double nasturtiums tend 
to bloom above their leaves instead of 
below so are much showier in the garden. 


Height 15-30cm. 

Growing conditions Sunny, not too rich. 
Hardiness USDA 10a-11. 

Origin South America. 

Season of interest June — September. 
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wooded valley since 1910. 
Their delight in plants is 
evidenced by drifts of both 
ordinary and extraordinary 


MARIANNE MAJERUS 


Hordeum jJubatum 

Squirrel tail grass, is extraordinary. Like 
a long, luxurious barley, the flower heads 
nod at right angles to the stem with a 
silky shimmer, first glowing pink and 
then gold. In the evening light they 
appear to catch fire. Breathtaking. If 
you cut them back they often re-flower. 
They’re short-lived but will reseed in a 
sunny dry site. It took me a few years 

to recognise the seedlings and stop 
pulling them up thinking they were 
ordinary grass. Excess seeding can be 

a nuisance in hotter climates. 


Height 30-50cm. 

Growing conditions Sunny, well-drained, 
not too rich. 

Hardiness USDA 5a-10b. 

Origin North America. 

Season of interest June — July. 


plants, rambling roses, 
Meconopsis, the rare Tulipa 
sprengeri, and a walk of 
enormous hollyhocks. Open 
occasionally for charity. 
Kirkbymoorside, York, 
North Yorkshire YO62 7JG. 
Tel 01751 431942. 

Chelsea Physic 
Garden, which you enter 
through a small door ina 
long brick wall, is the most 
perfect secret garden; an 
oasis of calm just off one of 


Dianthus carthusianorum 
Long, straight, slender stems emerge from 
narrow, grey-green leaves, bearing at their 
tips a tight cluster of small, bright-pink, 
single flowers. Fabulous dotted through 
clump-forming grasses, magenta jewels 
waving about above the mist of the fine 
grass leaves. They looks like ‘pinks’ on stilts. 
The dark seedheads carry on the drama. It 
was grown by the Carthusian monks who 
helped it spread across Europe. Its airy habit 
makes it equally comfortable in modern 
planting schemes and in wild-flower 
meadows or cottage gardens. 


Height 40-60cm. 

Growing conditions Sun, drainage and 
alkaline soil. 

Hardiness USDA 5a-10b. 

Origin Europe. 

Season of interest June — August. 


the busiest streets in 
London. Founded by the 
Worshipful Society of 
Apothecaries in 1673 as a 
teaching garden for the 
study of medicinal plants, 

it retains an unusual 
seriousness of purpose and 
serenity. Many tender plants 
flourish outdoors here. 
Open April through October 
Tuesday — Friday and 
Sunday, llam-6pm. 

66 Royal Hospital Road, 


Chelsea, London SW3 4HS. 
Tel 020 7352 5646, 
chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk. 
Inverewe is probably 
the most famous garden in 
Scotland. In 1862 Osgood 
Mackenzie began to create 
his garden on a rocky 
outcrop lashed by salty 
winds. He planted 100 acres 
of shelterbelt trees and 
imported tons of soil, 
eventually making a 
spectacular botanic garden 


Persicarla x fennica 
The giant, white-fleece flower, known by 


many as Persicaria polymorpha, looks like 


a huge, creamy white cloud of froth that 
has just settled on the garden. In bloom 
from June to October, the fluffy plumes 
of flower slowly change from white to 
beige and then eventually to pink. The 


sturdy, bamboo-like stems gradually bow 


outwards under the weight of flowers 
until the plant reaches about 2.5m 
across. It looks frighteningly vigorous, 


and it takes up a lot of room, but it is not 


invasive, increasing in size only slowly. 


Height 2m. 

Growing conditions Sun or part shade, 
any reasonable soil. 

Hardiness USDA 4a-9b. 

Origin Hybrid origin. 

Season of interest June — October. 
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dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Lysimachia atropurpurea 
Pewter-coloured leaves and serpentine 
stems support the small, deep-purple 
flowers. As they age the stems twist and 
turn, forming slight, grotesque parodies 
of ladies admiring themselves in a 
mirror. It’s said to be perennial, but 

I have always found it biennial, never 
surviving its first real flowering. As I like 
the silvery rosette of leaves the first year 
and love the self-congratulatory arching 
flowering stems the second, I am willing 
to sow it every year. Oddly, for a biennial, 
it never self seeds. How on earth does it 
expect to survive? 


Height 50-60cm. 

Growing conditions Sunny, not too dry. 
Hardiness USDA 4a-9b. 

Origin Balkans, Turkey. 

Season of interest June — August. 


of 50 acres. You can get 

lost here among the lush 
plantings of rhododendrons, 
azaleas, cardiocrinums, 
primulas and many 
subtropical plants, which 
thrive in this northern valley 
thanks to the Gulf Stream. 
Open year round. Poolewe, 
Achnasheen, Ross-Shire 
IV22 2LG. Tel 0844 

493 2100, nts.org.uk/ 
Property/Inverewe-Garden- 
and-Estate 
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CARBON GOLD’ 


3s Primrose.co.uk 


SAID HE WAS 


183 Shade Sails, 116 Outdoor Clocks, 151 Benches, 
272 Greenhouses, 2881 Plants, 1147 Planters, 519 Tools, 
177 Furniture Covers, 646 Patio Awnings, 1035 Water Features 


Everything for your www.primrose.co.uk i 
garden - even hammocks 0118 903 5210 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


HOT 


FOR SPECTACULAR CROPPING 


* 


Rural r A. & Wecessories. 


ENRICHED BIOCHAR SOIL IMPROVER, COMPOST & FERTILISER . fe —— Rag) 
“www. carpiercompany. co.uk 
WWW.CARBONGOLD.COM : iota 
| _ Chugeh Farm House, Wighiony D1k, "NR23. 1AL,) UK 
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dig in shopping 


Get hitted out 


for a day at the allotment 
COMPILED BY SUE WINGROVE 


Celtic Shovel/Spade, 
€11730, +31 (0)228 511 365, 
sneeboer.com 


Revival DAB, Leaf, 
£160, 01709 571722, 
robertsradio.co.uk 


Ray-Ban Wayfarer RB4171, 
£98, 08456 049049, johnlewis.com 


Garden Bucket Tool Bag, £9, 
0844 414 2885, aplaceforeverything.co.uk 


Garden kneeler, 
£20.99, 01476 576541, 
garden-gear.co.uk 


Grow Food screen printed poster, Le Chameau Clan boot, 


$35 (US), www.victorygardenoftomorrow.com olive, £85, 01299 851767, 
sportingkit.co.uk 


ECOdipper, £4.74 
and ECOstainless spork, £3.26, 
Ecolunchboxes.com And for the gentleman, see overleaf [> 


Women’s dungarees, 
£67, 01328 820699, 
carriercompany.co.uk 
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dig in shopping 


Get hitted out 


for a day at the allotment 


Creative Vegetable Copper watering can, 
Gardening by £84.99, 01691 610952, 


Joy Larkcom, £18.99, blackcountrymetalworks.co.uk 
octopusbooks.co.uk 


a 
J om 

Joy Larkcom 

Creative Vegetable 

Gardening 

Bi ay. 

‘ 


Wa 
Stanley hip flask, 


£24.48, 0800 169 0423, 
wayfair.co.uk 


Gauntlet gloves, 
£16.50, 0845 608 4448, 
gardentrading.co.uk 


Tuza mattock, 
£89, 0845 330 3148, \ ‘ 

Digging Fork, three tines, ray & implementations.co.uk N 2 
£92, +31 (0)228 511 365, j = 


sneeboer.com _ sti P 


Luminox Military A3042, 
£295, 01926 298499, 
firstclasswatches.co.uk 


Original tin cloth hat, 
£40, 020 7434 3007, 
filson.com 


Mason boots, 
£240, 0845 293 0366, 
grenson.co.uk 


Autumn tg em 
2014 Wh: | 


Normandy , tee | e | ) Introducing 
Dieppe to Bayeux is The Heart 


Tuscany 
Lucca to Siena 


Italian Lakes 
Maggiore & Lugano 


Cannero 
Markets & Cucina 


Loire & Le Berry ee by me 
Potager & Cooking ail hom Hand crafted in Oak, Chestnut, 
| aim Red Cedar or painted Pine 


+ Small groups See us at Chelsea Flower Show, Stand MW!) 


* Charming hotels 

* Fully guided For more information visit 
sittingspiritually.co.uk 

Or contact Martin Young Tel: 01297 443084 
Email: martin@sittingspiritually.co.uk 


SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


www.susanwornertours.com « 01423 326 300 


Garden and Wild Flower Tours to France, Italy, Portugal, Morocco, 
South Africa and Namibia. 
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Over 28 acres of 
award-winning and historic 
gardens to explore. 
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Lucy Redman Garden 
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¥ Brockhampton Cottage Wollerton Old Hall 


In an English Country Garden... 


BRITISH GARDENS WITH BOXWOOD TOURS 


Web: www.boxwoodtours.co.uk Tel +44 (0) 1341 241717 
Email: mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 


Open daily from 11th April ! 

T: 01525,290 833 K GEORGIAN 

woburnabbey.cowk/gardens 8 " 
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gardening talent 


Tim Marshall 


A former head gardener at Scampston Hall, where he worked to implement Piet 
Oudolf’s planting design, Tim now gardens at a private estate in Henley-on-Thames 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


First plant love | have always been a plantaholic and cacti and 
succulents have long fascinated me — I've been a member of the 
British Cactus and Succulent Society since the age of ten. 
Horticultural heroes Modern day heroes are Piet Oudolf and Tom 
Stuart-Smith — both of whom | have been lucky enough to work with. 

| really enjoy their naturalistic styles of planting. | also have great respect 
for the plant hunters of days gone by — such as Martin Cardenas who 
discovered so many new species of cacti in his native country of Bolivia. 
Favourite landscape | am very much a fan of large and dramatic 
landscapes. As a child | remember going to Stourhead in Wiltshire. 

The size and scale mesmerised me. To this day | still get excited thinking 
about its dramatic, watery centrepiece and hidden grottos — it is a real 
masterpiece of man’s ability to ‘play’ with a landscape. 

Three worthwhile tips for every gardener Always be positive, take 
the good with the bad — there always seems to be more unsavoury 


jobs to be done than nice ones, but it all balances out in the end. There 
are always new things to learn; | find keeping up with relevant literature 
and magazines keeps me up to date with the goings on in the 
horticultural world. Within a garden there is no such thing as a quiet 


day, there is always something to do. By keeping continually busy you 
can avoid panicking when everything starts to romp away in spring. 
Dream plant destination |'ve travelled to Bolivia on 14 occasions and 
still find it is my dream destination. | am always amazed how much 
variation and biodiversity there is. 

With whom would you like to have tea in the garden? Roy 
Lancaster. | was lucky enough to spend one afternoon with him taking 
him around the gardens at Scampston; but we never had chance to 
have tea. He has such a lively personality, it would be great to hear 
more about his adventures in the Himalayas. 

Biggest challenge facing gardeners today | think the biggest issues 
are pay rates and job security. Hopefully, with more publicity, this will 
improve. | am lucky that in my current position | am well cared for. 
Favourite gardening blogs — or books | love plant hunting 
travelogues, hearing about the adventures people had in the past and 
present day. My favourite book would have to be One River by Wade 
Davis — a marvellous narrative of the travels in the Amazon rain forest 
of the famous ethnobotanist Richard Evans Schultes. 

Contact email botanista@hotmail.co.uk 
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verdon 


Verdon Grey offers stylish, all weather 
furniture that can be used indoors or out. 
With years of experience in supplying five 
star, hotels, spas and resorts, many 
people enjoy our furniture in prestigious 
locations. Now you can enjoy it at home. 
Superior in performance, our furniture is 
designed, built and tested for regular use, 
all year round, with little or no 
maintenance. Verdon Grey provides a 
choice of weather resistant materials, 
designed to be mixed or matched, to 
achieve that boutique hotel experience 

at home. 

Try our sustainably sourced teak combined 
with stainless steel and UK upholstery or 
our all weather weaves with lightweight, 
rust resistant aluminium. All pieces can 
be left outdoors all year round. 


You can buy Verdon Grey online and at special 
venues only. We give excellent value and 
sophisticated practicality with our built to last, 
designer looks. 

Browse our website to see how you could 
enhance any location with our furniture. 
Comprehensive stocks are available for 
immediate dispatch from our Suffolk warehouse. 


LuLuLu.verdongrey.co.uk 


urban gardener 


Midsummer magic 


As midsummer approaches, food writer and allotmenteer Jojo is thinking 
not of summer salads but of a much-neglected winter leaf that needs 
planting — and uncovers some recipes from fellow enthusiasts 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


When the sun stands still sow chicory. If you 


find that statement confusing, let me explain. 


The summer solstice (21 June) is the longest 
day of the year; the day on which the sun 
appears to stand still before changing 
direction. The word solstice comes from the 
Latin words sol meaning ‘sur’ and sistere ‘to 
stand still: What has this to do with 
vegetables? Well if you love the crisp, bitter 
leaves of hearting chicories then you may 
already know that the window for sowing 
them is quite small. The seed must be sown 
after the longest day (lengthening days 


encourage growth but as the hours of daylight 
begin to shorten, hearting is encouraged). 
After mid July this relatively slow-growing 
salad leaf may not have time to get going 
before colder weather checks its growth. 

I gleaned this fact from Charles Dowding’s 
book Salad Leaves for All Seasons but going 
further back to Vilmorin-Andrieux’s The 
Vegetable Garden (1905), the advice (in this 
case for sowing ‘Barbe de Capucir’) is the 
same: ‘seed sown thinly in open ground 
from late June. This comprehensive book, 
illustrated with engravings of great accuracy 


and beauty, is really an encyclopaedia of 
vegetables, their individual cultivars, 
cultivation and taste. No serious kitchen 
gardener should be without it. For some 
more up-to-date advice on growing chicory, 
I spoke to Joy Larkcom, author of the salad 
lover’s bible, The Organic Salad Garden. 
““Cesare’ seems about the best of the 
headed chicory bunch,” she says. “I love 

its texture, and it is probably wicked 

to say but I think these modern F1s 
[commercially produced] cultivars are a 
great improvement on the old OP [open [> 
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urban gardener 


“T love the way chicory lights up my 
garden in midwinter. The taste of fresh 
salad revitalises me at a time of year 
when few raw leaves are available” 


> pollinated or naturally evolved] 
headed chicories. The great exception 
is the colourful “Treviso. It has stood up 
to some howling gales surprisingly well” 
Joy loves the look of “Treviso’ in her 
winter plot but for her ‘Sugar Loaf’ 
chicory is “the most under-utilised of 
the green winter salads”. It is “so 
substantial with real flavour, like a 
sharp-flavoured cos lettuce. The inner 
leaves are naturally blanched in a dense 
head, becoming a lovely creamy yellow”. 
On top of which “they don’t generally 
spoil by standing for a long time”. She 
cautions: “It is slow growing. I didn’t 
sow until 22 July, and that was too late.” 
With such a late-sowing “lovely solid 
heads never formed though there was 
plenty of outer leaf to pick.” This year 
she will be sowing a month earlier. 
English cooks once had a reputation 
for serving all vegetables boiled until 
tasteless and watery. One book that 
offered them enlightenment was Janet 
Ross’s Leaves From Our Tuscan Kitchen or 
How To Cook Vegetables (1900). Ross was 
a historian and biographer who lived in 
the 14th-century Villa di Poggio Gherardo 
just outside Florence from 1888 until her 
death in 1927. Her cookery book contains 
the vegetable recipes of her cook, 
Giuseppe Volpi. Among many other 
flavoursome and very up-to-date dishes 
(cardoons in butter, spinach soufflé) Ross 
records recipes for braised chicory, chicory 
wrapped in ham and cooked in a cheese 
sauce, chicory tart and chicory salad with 
a dressing made with olive oil, lemon juice 
and chopped hazelnuts. For a more 
contemporary approach to chicory eating 
I went to London café The Towpath, 
housed in three alcoves beside Regent’s 


32 


Canal, it is casual in appearance but 
serious in intent. The café, which opened 
in 2009, is owned and run by an American 
food writer turned restaurateur, Lori de 
Mori who spent 20 years raising her 
children and writing books in the 
countryside just outside Florence. Lori’s 
time in Italy gave her a passion for bitter 
leaves. For her, bitter is the wrong word. 

“The word bitter has a negative 
connotation,” she says. “In German 
there is a word for the ‘bitter that tastes 
good’ [wiirzig]. Chicory is cleansing, it 
has substance, it can hold shallots, 
walnut, blood orange [and] it can carry 
them without sagging.” She goes on: “I 
adore chicory grilled with just a little 
touch of balsamic, ideally cooked in the 
fireplace with a pork chop or a steak 
served with shaved parmesan.” Her 
all-time favourite salad is of raw 
leaves of chicory with walnut, blue 
cheese, shallots and pears, peeled 
and sliced, and a dressing of olive oil, 
vinegar, mustard, salt and pepper 
with just a drop of maple syrup. 

I love the way chicory lights up my 
garden in midwinter. The taste of fresh 
salad revitalises me at a time of year when 
few raw leaves are available. With its 
wonderful texture and suitability for 
cold, wet conditions, chicories of all 
stripes deserve to be more popular. 

I recommend the ‘Grumolo’ cultivars as 
well as ‘Barbe de Capucin; ‘Catalogna’ 


(Puntarelle) and ‘Rosso Treviso. 
* The Towpath is on the Regent's 

Canal towpath between Whitmore 
Bridge and Kingsland Road Bridge 


in De Beauvoir Town, London N15. 
Open from 8am until dusk weekdays 
and 9am until dusk at weekends. 


La dolce vita 


Since 2007 Californian restaurateur and food 
activist Alice Waters has revolutionised food at 
the American Academy in Rome, which hosts 
visiting writers and artists, with the Rome 
Sustainable Food Project. The Academy's 
recently published book, Verdure, is filled 

with the kind of recipes that really make the 
most of home-grown produce. 


One of the most interesting is Giovanni Bernabei’s 
Misticanza with Potatoes. Bernabei, who 
supplies the Academy's kitchen with potatoes, is 
a ‘dry farmer’ relying only on rainfall to water his 
crops. He thinks this makes for heartier plants 
that produce more flavoursome potatoes. His 
Misticanza is a mixture of herbs and wild greens 
collected on his land and the surrounding 
mountainside. You could use dandelion and 
mallow leaves, broccoli rabe and escarole outer 
leaves or simply sow Franchi Seeds’ ‘Misticanza’ 
£1.99 for eight lettuce varieties. If you find the 
leaves too bitter add a chopped red onion when 
you fry the potatoes. 


Blanch 900g of bitter greens in boiling salted 
water, remove the greens with tongs and scatter 
ona baking sheet to cool. Add the potatoes to the 
greens’ water and cook until tender. Drain and 
scatter on a baking sheet. When cool, fry the 
potatoes in 125ml of olive oil until crisp and 
golden and then add 4 garlic cloves, peeled and 
smashed and 2 teaspoons of hot pepper flakes, 
discard the garlic if it goes brown. Squeeze the 
excess water out of the greens and add to the 
potatoes (with a little oil if it looks dry), sauté for 
five minutes then season and serve immediately. 
+ Verdure: Vegetable Recipes from the Kitchen of 
The American Academy in Rome by Christopher 
Boswell with Elena Goldblatt is published by The 
Little Bookroom at £12.99. 


DAVID AUSTIN’S ROSE GARDENS AND PLANT CENTRE 


()"" garden, designed by David C.H. Austin over a number 
of years, is considered by many to be one of the finest rose 
gardens in the world. Set across two acres, it showcases over 700 
different varieties and is home to the National Collection of 


English Roses. 


Having strolled through the five themed gardens you can select your favourite roses 
for sale in the plant centre, which holds possibly the largest collection of container 
David C.H. Austin roses in the country. Experienced staff are on hand to give expert advice and help 
with rose selection. 


Our gift shop and traditional tea rooms, housed in a half-timber building, offer the 
complete visitor experience. 


The gardens are open to the public all year round from 9am to 5pm, 7 days a week. 


Entrance is free of charge. 


® David Austin Roses, Bowling Green Lane, Albrighton, Wolverhampton WV7 3HB 
DAVID AUSTIN Tel 01902 376334 www.davidaustinroses.com 
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EN FAIR 


Fun. Fresh. Innovative. 


L aunching on Hampstead Heath this 
June, GROW London is set to be the most 
exciting gardening event of the summer. 
You'll be seduced by an unrivalled range 
of stylish garden furniture; interesting 
and unusual plants; beautifully made 
handcrafted tools, pots and planters; and 
covetable accessories which you simply 


won't find anywhere else. 


What’s more, you'll be able to bring 
along photos of your garden for a free 
consultation in the garden design 
clinic, and pick up tips from some of the 
biggest names in the gardening world 
hanks to the exciting talks programme. 
Speakers include garden designer Chris 
Beardshaw; smallholder and author 


Mark Diacono of Otter Farm; garden 


journalist Val Bourne and designer James 


J 


Alexander-Sinclair. 


Children will be entertained too, with 
fun, hands-on workshops run by run 
by CBeebies horticultural advisor 


Dawn Isaac. 


Add in four stunning feature gardens; 
spectacular decoration by leading floral 
designer Shane Connolly, delicious 
refreshments from the Laithwaite’s 
champagne bar or the Kitchen Garden 
café, not to mention the glorious location 
on Hampstead Heath, and GROW London 


will leave you bursting with ideas on how 


to transform your outside space, no matter 


how large or small. 


For more information and tickets, please 
visit growlondon.com, or see page 117 
for a chance to win tickets to the Garden 
Party Charity Preview evening on 
Thursday 19 June. 


20-22 JUNE 2014, HAMPSTEAD HEATH 


STYLISH FURNITURE | RARE PLANTS 
BEAUTIFUL AGCESSORIES | EINEG@O Ie 


GROWLONDON.COM 


Perennial plants, Special Plants; Trug, Burford Garden Company; Fermob chair, Barbed; Plant support, Muntons Traditional Plant Supports 
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A must-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 
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This page The'walled garden is a wonderful mix of 
old roses combined with perennialsj bienMlals and . 


annuals, including lupins, foxgloves and poppies. 


Facing page The giant tophiy chess set.in the sunken, 
Barden was intacfiwhemNancy arrived thanks to Ps 
local gardener, Mr Shepherd, Who continued to clip it 
(without payment) during the war years. 


country house garden 


This quintessentially English country house garden is steeped in history 
and today oozes an effortless style and elegance 


WORDS LOUISE ALLEN PHOTOGRAPHS CRAIG FORDHAM 
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In brief 
Name Haseley Court. 
Points of interest English country 
garden rescued in the 1950s from 
years of neglect by the late American 
interior designer Nancy Lancaster, of 
Colefax and Fowler fame. Stylish and 
exuberant, it features a flower-filled 
walled garden, creative use of topiary 
and many old-fashioned roses. 
Where Little Haseley, Oxfordshire: 
Size Eight acres. a 
*Climate Rather exposed, in a frost 

2 pocket, but high walls give shelter. 
Soil Sandy loam: ; 


. se 
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n the words of former National Trust 
gardens adviser John Sales, a garden is a 
process not a product — and nowhere can 
this be seen more clearly than at Haseley 
Court, the Oxfordshire garden of Fiona 
and Desmond Heyward. 

There was a garden worthy of admiration 
on this site in the 16th century when the 
Barrentyne family had what was described as 
a ‘fair mansion with marvellous fair walks and 
orchards, pools and topiary’ but times were 
not always so good. The current house, which 
was built between the 17th and 18th centuries, 
fell into disrepair during the Second World 
War when it was used as both a Canadian 
field hospital and POW camp. Fortunately for 
Haseley Court, it was discovered by the 
influential American interior decorator, 
Nancy Lancaster who fell in love with the 
house and garden in the 1950s and bought it. 

When Nancy moved here in 1954, she 
found she was taking on a near-derelict 
house and neglected garden, and began the 
long process of restoring the house and 
redeveloping and extending the garden. 
What she achieved was a garden that exuded 
style and elegance without appearing to try 
too hard —a rare balance that continues to 
this day. Haseley Court was to remain home 
to Nancy until 1972 when, following 
a fire, she sold the Court and moved to the 
adjacent coach house — but kept the walled 
garden. She was philosophical about moving 
from the Court, saying that we are meant to 
lose the things we love. 

For more than a decade the Heywards, 
were neighbours of Nancy, living in the 
village of Little Haseley in the farm they'd 
bought in 1968. Fiona remembers being 
invited to the Court for lunch — “the garden 
was beautiful and Nancy was so welcoming” 
—and loving it. And when in 1982 the house 
came back on the market, the couple bought 
it and Haseley Court became home for the 


Continued on page 44 
ig 


40 


Loe 
: 


, wn & BB OL a OE 
hove The heat box-edged:pathways 
iélineate ‘the’ exubé! “planted beds, 


‘ 


containing old’roses) fierbaced q 
fperenitials and ‘Self-seeded annualsm™ 
is pietire'T Cink Rais : 
rovide the perfect backdrop fo 
hatoreieriaceous Botders..c® 
2 De eS 


country house garden 


The old-fashioned roses that are still 

grown in the garden today were a key 
feature of the garden during the time 
of designer Nancy Lancaster. 


5 key elements of a classic English garden 


1 Mixing vegetables with ornamental plants 
In the walled garden, vegetables are woven through the rich 
ornamental plantings in the borders and beds. 
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country house garden 


2 Creating unity 3 Outsized topiary 
Gazebos, planters and seating are painted in Nancy Lancaster's The late 19th-century sunken garden has a giant topiary chess set in 
favourite ‘Confederate Grey’ creating unity through the garden. box and yew, adding structure and an element of humour. 
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4 Sympathetic choice of materials 5 Framing vistas 
Pathways use the same brick as the original walls, and are repeated Clipped hedges are used throughout to frame walkways and create 
throughout the garden to create a sense of visual harmony. openings that give intriguing glimpses of the garden beyond. 


key plants from the 
gardens at Haseley Court 


1 Rosa ‘K6nigin von Danemark’ 

An Alba rose that is robust and disease- 
resistant, with a particularly strong 
old-rose scent. 1.5m. AGM*. RHS H7, 
USDA 4a-9at. 


2 Lathyrus odoratus ‘Air Warden’ 

Sweet peas were a particular favourite of 
Nancy Lancaster. At Haseley they have 
been trained up hazel plant supports, 
growing alongside the herb borage. 1.8m. 


3 Rosa ‘Constance Spry’ 

An exceptionally good climbing English 
rose with particularly large, strongly 
scented, pink blooms. 2.5m. AGM. 
RHS H6, USDA 5a-10a. 


4 Echeveria species 

Echeverias are overwintered in the 
greenhouse before being brought out 
into the garden for the summer season. 
15cm. USDA 9a-11. 
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9 Topiary cartwheel 
10 Pink garden 

11 Parterre 

12 Lime avenue 


5 Hornbeam tunnel 

6 Walled garden 

7 Potager 

8 Scented white garden 


1 House 

2 Topiary chess set 
3 Croquet lawn 

4 Glasshouse garden 


GARDEN 
PLAN 


5 Pelargonium ‘Lord Bute’ 
Probably the most popular regal 
pelargonium with deep dark purple 


[> Heywards and their four children. For the 
next 12 years, until she died in 1994, Nancy 
continued to look after the walled garden, 
while Fiona took on the rest. It was this 
period that gave Fiona the confidence that her 
approach to gardening was right for Haseley 
Court. Nancy was very supportive and 
encouraged the Heywards to make changes. 

Today Fiona looks after the whole, 
reunited garden, which is no longer open 
to the public. Fiona feels that the garden 
shouldn’t be a monument to Nancy but at the 
same time says “we don’t change things for 
change’s sake”. When changes have been made 
they have often been needed. In the late 1980s 
Desmond made the decision to remove a 
double avenue of ageing chestnuts and 
replace with an extended lime avenue. That 
bravery and commitment paid off, as the 
view from the front steps now draws the eye 
beyond the garden out to the wider 
Oxfordshire landscape. 

The garden’s continued success is also 
down to Fiona’s choice of head gardener, 
Bryn Davies. Bryn arrived in 2009 from 
nearby Waterperry, enabling Haseley Court 
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to thrive and develop. Bryn has brought with 
him a depth of horticultural knowledge and 
experience that is clearly seen as you explore 
the garden. The plantings are well maintained, 
healthy and confident. Bryn has also been 
keen to extend the season at Haseley Court, 
bringing in his experiences from Waterperry. 

Fiona likes the hedges to be immaculate 
and the borders overflowing in true Nancy 
Lancaster style. The maintenance of the box 
hedges is no mean feat. Haseley’s famous 
giant topiary chess set alone takes a good 
deal of work. That this survived the neglect 
of the Second World War was down to the 
efforts of one Mr Shepherd, who cycled over 
from the nearby village of Great Haseley to 
keep the pieces trimmed. 

Today, the garden team at Haseley Court 
includes two full-time staff with some part- 
time help. Fiona is also very much involved. 
“Tf 1 go for a walk with the dog and see that 
something needs doing, then an hour later ’m 
still on my knees gardening,” she says, ensuring 
Haseley Court continues to exude the kind of 
style and charm that appears effortless, but is 
only achieved through a lot of hard work. 


petals edged in a paler pink. Im. AGM. 


6 Rosa gallica ‘Versicolor’ 

Ashrub rose that produces a single 
flush of gloriously scented flowers in 
enormous profusion with strong, green 
foliage. Im. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


7 Aruncus dioicus and 

Geranium psilostemon 

The vigorous, herbaceous aruncus 
produces large panicles of creamy 
white flowers. It mixes well with this 
strong-growing, deep-pink geranium. 
A. dioicus up to 1.5m. AGM. RHS H7, 
USDA 3a-7b. G. psilostemon 90cm. 
AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


8 Digitalis purpurea ‘Sutton’s Apricot’ 
This foxglove is one of the softest shades 
of pink you can imagine. It looks beautiful 
planted with peonies and other cottage- 
garden favourites. 1.8m AGM. USDA 4a-9b. 


9 Lathyrus odoratus ‘Blue Velvet’ 

One of the darkest sweet peas available. 
Produces large, fragrant blooms on 
particularly long stems. 3m. USDA 7b-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


country house garden 


e 
The sumptuous blooms of the 
Gallica rose ‘Président de Seze’ take 
centre stage in a mixed perennial 
border that’s set against theimellow 
stone of Haddon Hall in Dérbyshire. 
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Arne Maynard is a 
leading garden 
designer based in 
London and 
Monmouthshire 


planting ideas roses 


Creating romance 


with roses 


Designer Arne Maynard is adept at using roses in mixed 
borders, along walls and even romping through long grass. 
Here he explains how to choose and use them for best effect. 


WORDS ARNE MAYNARD PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


OPENING IMAGE BRITT WILLOUGHBY DYER 


love the old-fashioned roses and use them 
I extensively in my gardens. When we were 

brought in to re-design the gardens at 
Haddon Hall in Derbyshire, we were working 
with a garden that was famous for its roses. We 
did't want to alter the garden’s Elizabethan 
structure, but the way some of the roses were 
being grown, in bare earth and with colours 
mixed together, felt very dated. Creating an 
atmosphere more fitting for the romance and 
age of the house, led us to remove the roses we 
felt weren’t appropriate to the aesthetics of the 
place and re-select others. Beds of old Hybrid 
Teas and Floribundas were taken out, and this 
gave us the opportunity to carry out a different 
treatment, using old-fashioned roses in deep 
borders, mixed in with herbaceous perennials. 

We began the selection process with colour. 
Not just the palette of the border, but the 
colours of the surrounding landscape and 
buildings, because that’s the aesthetic the roses 
are seen against, and Haddon is a wonderful 
Tudor country house of mellow Derbyshire 
stone. Then, there’s the size of the border to 
consider. In a limited space I'd use one or two 
roses and a restricted palette, whereas with big 
borders and high walls there’s the luxury of 
choosing lots of different cultivars. There were 
some amazing old roses on the walls that we 
didn’t want to lose, such as ‘Mannington 
Mauve Rambler’ and ‘Veilchenblaw and it was 
important to work with them. I also wanted to 
re-introduce some Edwardian elegance, with 
soft, faded-chintz pinks and blues. 

Next comes perfume. Roses are such 
sensual flowers, that for me, they have to have 
perfume. Something I think everyone ought to 
try and do when they’re selecting old roses, is to 
go and see them growing at their peak, in June, 
at a rose grower or a garden with a good 
collection. Look at the way they're growing, 
their height and habit, smell them, and check 


they're disease resistant. Many old roses are 
prone to mildew or black spot, particularly in 
damp conditions, so it’s worth doing a bit of 
research into which are the most resistant to 
avoid disappointment and having to spray. 

Old-fashioned roses encompass groups 
of varying heights and growth habits. Species 
roses such as R. chinensis have a light feel and 
I grow them as individuals at the front of 
the border, or wild in grass. The damasks, 
R. x centifolias and moss roses I love to train on 
hazel domes. This is because roses can get very 
heavy with flower, so when it rains you'll find 
them collapsing into the mud with the weight 
of the rain. Not only does the dome support 
the growth, it helps the rose produce more 
flowers. By winding the stems horizontally 
around the structure you're encouraging flower 
buds to break from the leaf axils so the whole 
dome becomes clothed from base to top like a 
rose topiary, creating volume in the borders. 

Then we have other species roses, that sit 
at the back and bring autumn interest with 
hips or, like the incense rose, R. primula, have 
scented leaves that fill the garden with 
fragrance in the evening and when it rains. 
The scent of incense conjures up a medieval 
atmosphere that’s so right for Haddon, and 
adds another layer to the experience of walking 
round the garden, by stimulating the senses 
and conjuring up something of its history. 

All the old-fashioned roses bloom in 
June, and for me that huge, gorgeous 
exuberance of blossom is what June is all 
about. But, to extend the season, I like to add 
in some of the David Austin English Roses that 
are bred from the Old Roses and Modern 
Hybrid Teas and Floribundas, and which 
continue to produce blooms and fragrance 


well into August and September. 
* Turn the page for Arne’s selection of 
12 favourite old-fashioned roses. 
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Nothing quite compares to the scent 
of an old-fashioned rose on a warm, 
summer’s day. Designer Arne Maynard 
picks a dozen of his favourites. 


1 Rosa ‘Apple Blossom’ 

In June, true to its name, this Multiflora rambler 
is heavy with masses of delicately scented, 
apple blossom-pink flowers. Lovely for giving an 
informal, country feel. Tolerant of some shade. 
2-3m. USDA 5a-9bt. 


2 R. The Generous Gardener (= ‘Ausdrawn’) 
One my favourites of the David Austin repeat- 
flowering roses. A good, strong-growing rose, 
disease-resistant and with fantastic perfume. 
If not deadheaded, it will produce large, orange 
hips in the autumn. 3m. AGM* USDA 5a-10b. 


3 R. ‘Mannington Mauve Rambler’ 

This wonderful, old rose growing on the walls 
at Haddon gave us the starting point for our 
choice of colour palette. A vigorous rambler, 
in June it's covered in clusters of small, 
semi-double mauve flowers. 4.5m. 


4R. Scepter’d Isle (= ‘Ausland’) 

An upright-growing shrub that is the perfect 
companion for perennials in a mixed border. 

It will flower freely and continuously throughout 
the summer from June to September, filling 
the garden with the rich fragrance of myrrh. 
1.8m. USDA 5a-10a. 


5R. ‘Président de Seze’ 

‘Président de Séze’ is a Gallica, one of the 
most ancient groups of roses. Compact, 
shapely and beautifully scented, with full, 
quartered blooms that range in colour from 
magenta to pink and lilac. Chosen for Haddon 
because of its richness and historic 
associations. 1.8m. AGM. USDA 4a-8b. 


6 R. Gentle Hermione (= ‘Ausrumba’) 

The blooms of some old roses are so heavy 
they hang downwards, but both this rose and 
The Generous Gardener, hold and display their 
flowers well, something that’s important if 
you're adding them into a border with 
perennials. 1.2m. USDA 6b-9b. 


7 R. ‘Blush Rambler’ 

Avery pretty old Multiflora rambler, with a 
cottage-garden feel and cascading clusters of 
soft, pink blooms in mid-summer. Wonderful 
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planting ideas roses 


among other small-flowered ramblers for 
creating the sense of unrestrained and fragrant 
abundance that is the essence of an English 
country garden in June. 3-6m. USDA 6b-9b. 


8 R. ‘Dupontii’ 

A tall, shrub rose with single, white flowers with 
acentral coronet of yellow stamens. Good 
grown towards the back of the border. If not 
deadheaded, it will produce round, red hips for 
autumn interest. Thought to date back to 1596, 
and chosen for its Elizabethan associations. 
2.4m. AGM. USDA 4a-8a. 


OR. ‘Climbing Madame Caroline Testout’ 
Astrong, reliable, climbing rose that’s a sport 
of an early Hybrid Tea rose. I’ve chosen it for 
its classic, shapely, tea-rose blooms and its 
repeat-flowering habit. After the main flush, a 
second crop of smaller flowers is produced in 
September. 3-4m. USDA 6a-9b. 


10 R. ‘Madame Grégoire Staechelin’ 
Although it flowers only once, the effect 
produced by the mass of pink, double flowers 
with their sweet-pea scent, covering a wall is 
spectacular. All wall-trained roses need to be 
kept vigorous by regularly taking out old 

wood to promote new, and feeding generously. 
4-8m. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b. 


11R. James Galway (= ‘Auscrystal’) 
Repeat-flowerers are invaluable for adding late 
season interest. This one is vigorous and 
disease-resistant, with warm-pink flowers. At 
Haddon | grow it as an arching shrub in a mixed 
border but can also be used as a short climber 
on a wall. 1.8m. USDA 5a-10a. 


12 R. ‘Céleste’ 

The Albas are an ancient group of roses, and 
this is one of the most beautiful, with fabulously 
scented, soft, pale-pink flowers and grey-green 
foliage, lovely in a mixed border. Tall-growing 
and almost thornless, it will tolerate some 
shade. 2.4m. AGM. USDA 5a-9a. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Haddon Hall 

Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1LA 

Tel 01629 812855, haddonhall.co.uk 


RECOMMENDED SUPPLIERS 

David Austin Roses 

Tel 01902 376300, davidaustinroses.com 
Peter Beales Roses 

Tel 01953 454707, classicroses.co.uk 
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Name Dairy Barn. 
* *Points of interest A beautifully ~_ 
‘planned and planted courtyard garden, 
created by designer Penelope Hobhousey, 
Excellent demonstration of the importance 
of good foliage and intriguing structure: 


Where Pitcombe, near Bruton, Somerset: rps 
Size Roughly 20m square. 4 < 


Soil Well-fed loam on the alkaline: Side of : 
neutral and relatively well-drained. 4 tA 
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designer’s own garden 
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moved here in a great hurry. I 
brought 64 pots of plants with me and 
now I’ve got to weed things out,” says 
Penelope Hobhouse looking out over the 
rampageous courtyard garden she has 
created in less than a year at Pitcombe, 
near Bruton in Somerset. “I want fewer 
annuals, fewer flowers, more green.” So it 
is obvious from the start that the gorgeous 
garden I am admiring on this particular 
August morning will not be the same as the 
garden that will be there next summer. 

The layout at least will be similar. The 
two defining characteristics of a Hobhouse 
garden have always been a strong formal 
framework and an exuberant mass of 
planting within, giving ‘the Classical 
restraint and careful balance’ that author 
and critic Tim Richardson praised in his 
book English Gardens in the Twentieth 
Century. The lines she draws are straight, 
and her plantings always have a carefully 
created equilibrium. 

“T think it’s important to repeat groups 
of plants within a border,” she explains. 
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“Otherwise a garden just turns into a 
jumble of things you like. The repetition 
needn’t be symmetrical, but it gives 
structure to your planting.” 

Her new garden, roughly 23 yards square, 
is the smallest of the four gardens she has had 
in the West Country: Hadspen, Tintinhull, 
Bettiscombe were all measured in acres rather 
than yards. The single-storey stone house was 
once a dairy and its L-shaped arms wrap 
round two sides of the garden with a yew 
hedge providing a third boundary. From the 
entrance on the fourth side, a wide, stone- 
flagged path lined either side with Nepeta 
racemosa ‘Walker’s Low leads straight through 
the centre of the garden to the house. A 
greenhouse on the right is screened by the 
elegant, steel-grey foliage of Eryngium 
ebracteatum topped in late summer with 
sheaves of tiny wine-coloured bobbles. 

Standing at the entrance, with the plants 
in full summer swing, you might think that 
the central path is the only one that exists. 
There are other, parallel, though narrower 
paths on either side, but at this season, they [> 
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Penelope has created Some stunning 
medleys of flowenane oliage, 
including thi8 colourful mix of 
urplé'Salvia nemorosa ‘Cafado 
ith yellow Phiomis fruti¢osa 
punctuated by the spent flowe 
alliums and nectaroscordums. 


Penelope 
Hobhouse 


Penelope Hobhouse has a formidable 
reputation as a garden designer, garden 
historian, lecturer and writer. Born in 
Northern Ireland in 1929, she studied 
economics at Cambridge before a walking 
tour of Tuscany opened her eyes to the 
beauty of garden design. She's since 
created gardens all around the world, 
including many in the USA. For 14 years 
she was in charge of the National Trust 
Gardens at Tintinhull House in Somerset 
with her second husband, John Malins, 
before creating the gardens of her home at 
Bettiscombe. The author of many books, 
including Colour in Your Garden and The 
Gardens of Persia, she was for many years 
associate editor of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 


designer’s own garden 
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A stone flagged path, fined with 
Nepeta racemosa ‘Walker’s‘Low’ 
and two huge pots of Lathyrus # 
odoratus ‘Matucana;leads to 
Penelope’s single-storey house: 


How to create a garden 
in a short space of time 


Penelope's tips for creating a 
mature-looking garden quickly 


¢ Try and agree access to the garden 
before you actually move in. Before Penelope 
took over at Dairy Barn she got the previous 
owner's permission to weedkill the lawn, 
which filled most of the space. 

¢ Make a plan, so the paths at least can 

be put in place quickly. 

¢ Work out where you'll want to sit, or eat 
out. You'll need shade as well as sun. 

¢ If you are starting from scratch (and 
the space is not too big), cover the entire 
planting area with compost ina layer at 
least 10cm thick. Penelope used compost 
made from council waste. 

¢ Don’t bother to dig the plot over. Just 
dig holes where you want to plant. This will be 
plenty hard enough work if you are digging 
through the sod of a weedkilled lawn. 

¢ For effective results, group together 
plants that enjoy the same conditions 

— sun or shade, damp or dry. 

¢ Grow annuals from seed to fill in 
temporary gaps. 


[> disappear under the spreading arms of 
hydrangeas and euphorbias or self-seeded 
Verbena bonariensis and Penelope’s new 
passion, the sage-like Lepechinia. 

This border, facing roughly south, 
provides the best conditions for tender 
plants she’s ever had. “Too many plants,” 
she says half-despairingly. “Things are 
getting a bit tense here”. But what things 
can she possibly do without? Certainly not 
the handsome Acanthus sennii from 
Ethiopia she’s growing outside for the first 
time. Or the gorgeous, waxy-leaved 
Stauntonia hexaphylla that is already 
pushing its way into the gutter. 

Good soil and a sheltered position are 
the great bonuses of her new garden. A 
house of only a single-story is a drawback, 
as she’s discovering. Most of her climbers 
and wall-shrubs — Carpenteria californica, 
Solanum jasminoides ‘Album, Acacia 
pravissima — have already reached the roof 


tiles. And then there is this question of space. 


Or rather, the lack of it. Even if she gives up 
the annuals, which she enjoys growing [> 
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designer’s own garden 


Gardens designed by Penelope Hobhouse 


A selection of some of Penelope’s most striking garden designs 


Bettiscombe, Dorset 

This old coach house was Penelope's 

home for 14 years from 1993. “I loved 
Bettiscombe more than anything,” she says. 
But Bettiscombe was a high, quite cold garden 
with poor soil. You'd never have guessed. The 
Robinia mopheads she planted flourished 
spectacularly. So did her hornbeam hedges. 
But she had to abandon her vision of a double 
line of clipped, yew pyramids marching, as it 
were, through the house to unite the courtyard 
with the rest of the garden in the front. 


Oronsay, Inner Hebrides, Scotland 

In the late 1980s Penelope was invited to 
make a garden for the repaired ruins of a 
14th-century Augustinian Priory on Oronsay. 
Warmed by the Gulf Stream, this small island 
in the Inner Hebrides is free of frost, but plants 
have to be able to withstand fierce, salt-laden 
gales. To give shelter, she planted privet 
hedges, designing a simple, criss-cross layout. 
Using Gertrude Jekyll's Lindisfarne garden as 
a guide, she filled the beds with plants that 
would have been familiar to the priory's monks. 


The Bass Garden, Mount Dessert, Maine 
“The wonderful thing about working for 
Americans,” says Penelope, “is that money is 
no object. Mostly.” But this garden faced east 
over the sea and no amount of money could 
completely tame the ferocity of the gales. Her 
chief problem was that the owners only went 
to Maine in July and August, and wanted the 
garden to be at its best then. “I could never 
persuade them that, for it to feel like a proper 
garden, they needed also to include plants 
that performed at other seasons,” she says. 


The New York Botanical Garden 

Penelope was asked to lay out a new herb 
garden alongside the famous Enid Haupt 
conservatory. She made the walled space 
“quite formal” with a knot garden outlined in 
box, surrounded by beds to be filled with 
seasonal flowers and herbs: dill mixed with 
stocks, parsley mixed with sweet peas. Basils 
and sages are also a feature as are herbs of 
American provenance. Flanking the entrance 
are two silver-leaved ornamental pears, which 
provide a show of white blossom in spring. 


“T don’t worry any more 
about colour. Foliage and 
the shape of a plant are 
so much more important 
to me than its flowers” 


> from seed (no more Nicotiana mutabilis, 
which was looking terrific in big pots by the 
house), she’s still going to have to make 
some difficult choices. 

“At least I don’t worry any more about 
colour in the garden,” she says. “Foliage and 
the shape of a plant are so much more 
important to me than its flowers.” So the 
Pitcombe garden is packed with the plants 
that she learned to love during her 14 years at 
Bettiscombe: evergreen Phillyrea, various rare 
species of box, elms from Iran, which she clips 
into cubes, big spurges such as Euphorbia x 
pasteurit, Bupleurum fruticosum, myrtle, 
umbellifers of many kinds. 

But it was her book Colour in Your 
Garden that launched Penelope’s career as 
a garden designer, particularly in the USA. 
“I told my clients they would find me very 
difficult. I told them that having hired me, 
they had to do what I said. I was a real 
tyrant.” But the tougher she was, the more 
the work poured in. For 14 years, she had 
as much as she could handle. Then, after a 
year in which she’d been to the USA nine 
times, she gave it all up. “Just too much 
travelling. And by then, I'd started my love 
affair with Iran.” 

So in the great upheaval that lies ahead 
for Penelope’s plants, she won't be discarding 
her Teucrium from Iran, or the poppies she 
collected from seed there. Or the elms. “It'll 
be fine,” she says as we gaze out over her 
wonderfully eclectic collection of treasures. 


“T sort of know what I’m doing,” 


READER TOUR 

A limited number of places are still available 
for our tour of Somerset's outstanding 
gardens, 15-19 June, which includes a visit to 
Penelope's garden at Pitcombe. For details go 
to gardensillustrated.com/shop/holidays 
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Hardiness ratings given where available 


designer’s own garden 


of Penelope’s 
favourite plants 


1 Acanthus sennii 
Gorgeous foliage in a pale, shining green. Scarlet 
flowers in autumn - if it survives early frosts. 1.5m. 


2 Boltonia asteroides 
Aster-like perennial from the USA, with late summer 
flowers in white, lilac or pale pinkish-purple. 2m. 


3 Bupleurum fruticosum 

Indispensable evergreen Mediterranean shrub with 
erect shoots and dark leaves. In late summer, bears 
heads of tiny yellowish flowers in flat umbels. 2.5m. 


4 Campanula pyramidalis ‘Alba’ 

Penelope grows her chimney bellflowers in tall pots on 
the terrace. Best grown from seed as biennials, with 
flowers in sky blue or white. 3m. 


5 Chamaenerion angustifolium ‘Album’ 

A brave choice, since Penelope says she spends a lot 
of time pulling up seedlings of her white-flowered willow- 
herb. Flowers June to September. 1.5m. USDA 2a-9b'. 


6 Hoheria angustifolia 

Evergreen tree from New Zealand. Not reliably hardy, 
but worth the risk for its glossy leaves and showers of 
white, late-summer flowers. 12m. USDA 9a-10b. 


7 Euphorbia x pasteurii 

A variable cross between E. mellifera and E. stygiana, 
this handsome, evergreen, sub-shrub produces heads 
of terracotta flowers in early summer. 1.5m. 


8 Lathyrus odoratus ‘Matucana’ 

This old sweet pea scrambles over an arch at the 
entrance to the Pitcombe garden. The two-tone 
flowers (pale and deep purple) are small but have the 
strongest scent of any sweet pea around. 2m. 


9 Lepechinia hastata 

Tall spikes of hooded, deep maroon flowers over big, 
pointed sage-grey foliage. Even with sun and well- 
drained soil, only borderline hardy. 1.2m. USDA 7a-10b. 


10 Olearia ‘Waikariensis’ 

Evergreen, compact shrub, with masses of white daisy 
flowers in loose heads during summer. Resistant to 
salt winds, so a good choice for seaside gardens. 1.5m. 


11 Phillyrea latifolia 

Often used for topiary in Italian gardens. Makes a 
dense, rounded shrub with dark, glossy leaves, that 
you can clip like box. 3m. USDA 7b-9a. 


12 Punica granatum f. plena (Pomegranate) 
Small, rounded, spiny tree. Will need protection in 
winter. Glossy, bright green leaves and brilliant 
orange-red flowers over a long period in summer. In 
UK, fruit is an unlikely bonus. 1.8m. USDA 7b-11. 


Discove how 0 e fashion"designer is creating beautiful 
fabric dyes trom plants She forages in east London 
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Designer and environmentalist Katelyn ; Ae IN uty 2 an i Y ih. 
Toth-Fejel collects plant material in Wick : ’ 
Woods, near her home in east London, and : - re 


uses these to make natural fabric dyes. 


esigner Katelyn Toth-Fejel lives in 
Hackney Wick, a part of east London where, 
amid the urban grit, you'll find a river, the Lee, 
and a tangle of woodland called Wick Woods. 
I meet her there on a day when the skies are 
overcast, but a bit of drizzle doesn’t put her off. 
A walk in her local dye-foraging spot involves 
getting down on your hands and knees to peer 
at things in close up, whatever the weather. 

Katelyn is part of the Permacouture 
Institute, a group dedicated to sustainability 
in textile design. She works for the London 
College of Fashion’s Centre for Sustainable 
Fashion and helps run an ethical boutique 
called Here Today, Here Tomorrow. She’s an 
environmentalist as much as a designer, and 
these passions inform and shape her work. 

“T approach fashion as if it were an ecology, 
an ecosystem,” she says. 

She began experimenting with mail-order 
natural dyes at art school, quickly graduating to 
ones she makes herself. “T love the diversity of 
the experience with natural dyes,” she says. 
“With powders you get the same result each 
time.” She talks of the beauty of creating a 
palette reflecting her local environment, 
suggesting that the blur of colour you might see 
through a car window is similar to a spread of 
shades you'd get from plants in that area. 

Katelyn champions species that are 
abundant but others may see as a nuisance. “I 


» 


love plants that do many things, such as nettle; 


Basic guide to dyeing with plants 


Katelyn’s step-by-step method of producing natural colour 


1 Katelyn forages for local dye plants, choosing only fallen branches, or foliage, 


fruits and roots that are abundant. 


2 She chops up the plants to release the dye. Some items, such as bark, need 
to steep in water for up to a week. Leaves can be used straight away. 


3 Katelyn heats the plants in water, simmering leaves and flowers, but boiling 
roots and bark. She then strains the liquid to leave nothing but the dye. 


4 She then immerses her fabric in the dye and gently heats the liquid. The 
longer she leaves the fabric to soak, the deeper the colour will be. The key to even 


colour is constant stirring. 


5 Finally, Katelyn rinses the dyed fabric with mild soap and leaves it to dry. 
When dry, the finished fabric will be about two shades lighter than when it’s wet. 


she says. “It can be used to make soup or tea, 
as a fabric and a dye.” A favourite last summer 
was a container of cut-and-come-again pot 
marigolds — the flowers are delicious in salads 
and can also be used as a dye. She has a bag of 
frozen petals in her freezer, ready for brewing 


into a dye when the right project comes along. 


Making dyes from plants is like cooking — 
there’s no one way to do it. Bark likes to be 
cooked long and hot, whereas something leafy 
needs a much gentler treatment. To turn the 
concoction from colourful stew into dye you 
may need to add a mordant, such as alum, to 
help fix the dye to the fabric. It’s gentle enough 
that any leftover dye can be used to water acid- 
loving plants, such as rhododendron. 

Katelyn’s experiments with plants have 
produced hues of ombre, chestnut, rust, gold, 
mustard, terracotta, pink, mink and cream. 
The colours complement each other and have 
unusual depths. “Natural dyes, like a Seurat 
painting, change in different lights,” she says. 
“They shimmer. It’s almost like an optical 
illusion. They have a richness and depth that 
synthetic colours lack.” 
+ Turn the page to see Katelyn's favourite dyes. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Visit the Here Today, Here Tomorrow shop at 
30a Ball's Pond Road, London N1 4AU. 

For opening times, visit heretomorrow.com 


dye from wild plants 
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Hues from nature: what colour from which plant? 


Plant material can create an attractive, and sometimes surprising, palette of natural colours 


The bark, leaves and berries of the elder tree can all be used 
as dyes. The bark creates a delicate metallic colour, rather 
like the pink you find on the inside of a shell, while the leaves 
produce tans, greens and golds. The berries can create a 
fugitive (non permanent) purple stain, which changes over 
time and eventually washes out. Katelyn welcomes the 
impermanence: “Embrace unpredictably and accept change 
— dye adress afresh every season.” As with many of the 
plants Katelyn forages, the berries are also edible. For her the 
ideal plant will colour your cloth and make a meal too. 


mee For Katelyn the root arin dock is‘ ‘an aa at 
A ¢ 


golds and Auta oranges are worth it. Ina 3 WBE 

dominated by yellows, natural dyers come to prize ee 
reds. Dock works beautifully on silk or wool, and.you can . we 
achieve many more shades by adding acid or alkalito t the « \ PANS 
dye. A dash of baking soda brings out a warm terracotta. Mss : sn Ys . 
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dye from wild plants 


As someone who lo' challenge and embrace 
opportunity to experiment, Katelyn loves chert 
mystery, still. If | had any tree it would be this,” st 
some people hate the inconsistency of natural 
relishes the unknown. The bark from young, } 
can produce a dye that ranges from pinks and ora 
greens and golds. Not only will the colour you ace 
on the variety of tree and the environmental coni 
you find it, but also on the fabric you are dying =) 
different colour to silk, even when dipped in the 
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The inner bark of the birch tree produces a pretty pink, while 
the outer bark achieves a paler, subtler shade. The leaves 
create yellow or olive green. Adding iron to the dye bath 
produces a creamy, purplish grey — Katelyn nurtures rusty 
nails in jars of water especially for the task. A range of special 
effects is possible with natural dyes and specific techniques 
can be used to create unusual patterns. For example, Itajime — 
Japanese wood block clamping — leaves behind un-dyed 
shapes with haloes around the edge. You can use natural dyes 
to colour yarn and for screenprinting projects too. 


As well as wild plants, Katelyn has found that common garden plants can also yield beautiful natural dyes 


Fennel Smoke bush Madder Onion Red cabbage 
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CENTAUREA MONTANA 
‘GRANDIFLORA’ 

Taller and with larger, more impressive 
flowers than the wild species. Its blue 
flowers have a brilliant red-purple 
centre in the typical cornflower shape. 
The silver-backed leaves, jewel-like 
buds and seedheads extend the 


season of interest for several weeks 
either side of flowering. 90cm. 


Martin Blow and 
his wife Janet run 
the nursery Special 
Perennials where 
they hold the 
National Collections 
of both Centaurea 
and Helenium. 


tHardiness ratings 
given where available. 


plant profile centaurea 


\ entaureas, including annual 
cornflowers and perennial 
knapweeds, have been grown 

in gardens for centuries. Originally prized 
as herbal remedies, they're now a popular 
addition to cut flowers patches and borders, 
with their delicate, thistle-like flowers that 
are a magnet for bees, butterflies and 

other pollinating insects. 

There are around 80 perennial species in 
cultivation, ranging from low-growing edgers 
to large specimen plants. All of these lovely 
plants offer a long season of interest, with the 
low-growing cornflowers starting to flower 
in early May and the taller knapweeds 
coming into flower from June onwards. 
Often they re-bloom through to autumn, 
and several weeks before the flowers appear, 
jewel-like buds, which are sometimes silver 
or bronze, extend the season further. 

Perhaps, the most widely grown is 
Centaurea montana, sometimes known as 
mountain bluet. With deep-blue flowers 
from May onwards, gardeners tend to 
either love or loathe it on account of its 
running and seeding habit. C. montana 
‘Grandiflora has big, eye-catching flowers in 
the same, intense blue but is less invasive. 

It’s one of several improved C. montana 
cultivars, not all of which are blue. 

There are some lovely white cultivars, 
including ‘Alba; ‘Lady Flora Hastings; with its 
fine, feathery flowers, and ‘Ochroleuca (see 
page 69), which has ivory white, or very pale 
yellow florets. Also worth a mention are the 
slow-growing, pale-pink ‘Carnea; the vibrant, 
rose-pink ‘Joyce’ the lavender-pink ‘ParhanY 
and the royal-purple ‘Purpurea’ 

Newer cultivars are increasing the range 
of colours even further. Purple Heart’ (see 
page 64) is white with sparkling purple 
centres, while the lovely ‘Amethyst Dreany’ 
has gorgeous, blue-purple flowers. But 
perhaps the most eye-catching is C. Jordy’ 
(see page 64) a hybrid of C. montana x 
C. jacea with deep-burgundy heads. If > 
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> you cut it back hard after each flush, it 
will reward you with repeat flowering until 
September or even October. 

Another new hybrid worth seeking out 
is C. ‘Blewit (see right). A cross between 
C. montana and the slightly smaller species 
C. triumfettii, this low-growing cornflower 
is both more muted and less invasive than 
its parents, with large, pale-blue flowers 
that look wonderful in late spring and early 
summer. There are other low growing 
species, including C. cheiranthifolia, which 
from May to July will reward you with 
spectacular ivory-white flowers. A variety 
of this, C. cheiranthifolia var. purpurascens, 
has pretty, purple flowers but is nowhere 
near as impressive. 

There are several lovely, small cultivars 
that are ideal for edging paths or for use 
ina rockery. The best of these is C. bella 
(see page 67), which is just 20cm tall with 
silver-backed feathery leaves and dainty 
pink flowers. 

If it’s height youre after then the taller 
knapweed C. dealbata (see page 66) makes 
an impressive addition to most gardens 
with its large, white-centred, pink flowers. 
The cultivar C. dealbata ‘Steenbergit’ (see 
page 67) is even more eye-catching with 
intense, deep, rose-pink flowers. It makes 
an impressive specimen plant, spreading 
to around 90cm or more. Alternatively, if 
you want something more compact take a 
look at the similar C. ‘John Coutts’ 

The native knapweed, C. nigra, is 
another good pink for the garden, although 
it can grow to more than a metre in height. 
Shorter and neater is the cultivar “Elstead’ 
(see page 67), which is similar in colour, 
but has larger flowers. 

At 90cm tall, C. macrocephala, is a 
spectacular yellow knapweed. Its thistle-like 
flowers look lovely in midsummer, but it is 
let down by its coarse and unattractive 
leaves. The more refined C. glastifolia has 
branched stems and smaller flowers that 
erupt from silver buds. Another yellow 
worth looking out for is C. orientalis. It has 
similar yellow flowers and silver-grey leaves, 
but is well-suited to dry soils. But, my 
favourite yellow has to be C. “Totnes Fat 
Lemon (see page 68), which is constantly 
in flower between June and late September. 

With so much variety of size and 
colour these enchanting flowers will add 
months of colour to any garden. 


* Martin's recommendations for centaureas 
continue over the next six pages. 
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C. SCABIOSA 

A tall, British native knapweed that has 
attractive, coppery buds and deep pink 
flowers. It was once used as an ointment to 
heal wounds. This species varies in height 
from 80-120cm. USDA 2a-10bi. 


Cc. ‘BLEWIT’ 

This new hybrid between C. triumfettii and 
C. montana was introduced by Joe Sharman 
of Monksilver Nursery. The sky-blue flowers 
are held on smallish stems above the silver- 
grey leaves. 20-30cm. 


C. MONTANA ‘PURPLE HEART’ 
This unusual new cultivar has a striking white 
flower with an amethyst-coloured centre that 


last throughout the summer. There's a very 
similar new cultivar called ‘Amethyst in Snow; 
which may prove to be the same 45cm. 


C. ‘JORDY’ 

Astunning new hybrid of C. montana x 

C. jacea. Similar to C. montana in appearance 
but more upright and less spreading. The 
jewel-like, deep-burgundy flowers on tall 
stems always attract attention. 60-75cm. 


plant profile centaurea 


C. ‘CARAMIA’ 

Anew hybrid, valued as much for 
its interesting ball-shaped, black 
buds as for its fuchsia-pink flowers 
that flower from June to October. 
45-60cm. USDA 3a-9b. 


C. DEALBATA (PINK FORM) 
An imposing perennial knapweed with 
large, finely divided, silver-backed leaves 


and white-centred, pink flowers that 
open from bronze buds in early June. 


AGE FOTOSTOCK / ALAMY 
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C. MONTANA 

The mountain bluet is one of the most widely 
grown centaurea, with vivid blue flowers and 
silver-backed leaves. Its tendency to self-seed 
makes it loved and cursed by gardeners in 
equal measures. 50 cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


C. NIGRA ‘ELSTEAD’ 

An unusual form of knapweed with longer 

ray florets creating a frilly effect. Blooms 
repeatedly throughout summer. It’s a magnet 
for bees and butterflies, and goldfinches love 
to gorge on the seedheads. 80-90cm. 


C. DEALBATA ‘STEENBERGII’ 

Impressive specimen plant that is 
remarkable for its vivid, magenta-pink 
flowers that last from June to August. It will 
form a large mound of leaves up to 80cm 
across. 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


C. BELLA 

One of the smallest and most contained 
plants in the genus, it works well in rockeries 
or on the edge of borders. Its delicate, pink 
flowers, held above rosettes of silver leaves, 
last from June to August. 20cm. 


plant profile centaurea 


Cultivation 


On the whole, centaureas are extremely 
easy to grow. Too easy some might 
think when they start to spread and 
seed. They grow well in full or partial 
shade, and they're not fussy about soil 
type, thriving in sand, clay or stony soils. 
In the wild many grow on chalk but they 
do well on our mildly acid soil. Like most 
plants, they prefer moist but free- 
draining soils, and although they will 
tolerate drought they won't thrive. 

Deadheading will give you more 
flowers and prevent self-seeding, and 
you can easily remove excess shoots 
in spring. With the exception of 
C. glastifolia and C. macrocephala, 
which don't re-bloom, | cut plants back 
hard after flowering to ensure fresh 
stems and more flowers. | always leave 
some seedheads for the goldfinches 
otherwise they'd never forgive me. 

Most varieties can be propagated by 
division, either after flowering or in the 
spring, although some with thick roots 
cana take a while to re-establish. Those 
growing from a single root stock, such 
as C. orientalis, are best propagated by 
seed. And while all species can be 
propagated by seed, named varieties 
won't necessarily come true and, as 
they are extremely promiscuous, 
hybrids will often occur. 

Make sure you don't overfeed 
your plants. | find a yearly dressing of 
compost and a tiny amount of balanced 
fertiliser in spring is all that’s required. 


Pests and diseases 

Fresh leaves can be prone to slug 
damage in early spring. Good garden 
hygiene in winter, such as removing old 
leaves and tidying around the plants, 
can greatly reduce problems, but a few 
holed leaves is no cause for despair as 
centaureas grow fresh leaf rapidly. 

The grey-leafed types can suffer 
from powdery mildew. Liming acid soils 
can reduce this but spraying with 
fungicide is rarely effective; by the time 
the problem is noticeable the leaves are 
usually old and the accompanying flush 
of flowers will be over. Instead it is 
better to cut back very hard — to the 
ground even — to remove any diseased 
leaves. Healthy foliage will soon > 
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grow and anew flush of flowers will 
be encouraged. 

The leaves surrounding the flower 
buds of C. macrocephala can 
sometimes be eaten by sawfly 
caterpillars. The best treatment is to 
turn a blind eye and simply ignore it as 
the flowers aren't affected. 


Good combinations 
Centaurea mix well with most other 
garden plants, if you take into account 
their propensity to spread and give 
them sufficient room. They look 
particularly good in a naturalistic 
planting with other meadow or prairie 
plants. We grow them in general 
herbaceous beds and borders planted 
in a cottage garden style alongside 
geums, Siberian iris and geraniums. 
The ivory white of C. cheiranthifolia 
makes a dramatic pairing with Allium 
hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation’ in May, 
while the royal purple of C. montana 
‘Purpurea’ is set off by the pure white 
of Achillea ptarmica The Pearl Group, or 
a harmonious pairing with Achillea 
millefolium ‘Lilac Beauty’ in June. 


Where to see and buy 
¢ Bide-A-Wee Cottage 
Stanton, nr Netherwitton, Morpeth, 
Northumberland NE65 8PR. 
Tel 01670 772238, bideawee.co.uk 
National Collection holder. Open 
Saturday and Wednesday, 
1.30pm-5pm, April — August. 


¢ Cotswold Garden Flowers 
Sands Lane, Badsey, Evesham 
Worcestershire WR11 7EZ. 
Tel 01386 833849, cgf.net 


¢ Desirable Plants 
Pentamar, Crosspark, Totnes, 
Devon. TQ9 5BQ. 
Tel 01803 864489 (evenings), 
desirableplants.com (mail order only) 


¢ Special Perennials 
Yew Tree House, Hall Lane Hankelow, 
Cheshire CW3 OJB. 
Tel 01270 811443, 
specialperennials.com 
Nursery and National Collection 
holder. Garden open under NGS, 
see website for details. 
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C. CHEIRANTHIFOLIA 

A much-admired species with unusually 
large, ivory-white flowers that appear in 
May and frequently remain in flower right 
through to July and often on into autumn. 
Soon forms a sizeable clump. 15-30cm. 


C. ORIENTALIS 
Pretty, delicate flowers on top of tall elegant 


stems and silver-grey leaves. An excellent 
choice for gardens that have free-draining 
soils as it re-blooms throughout the 
summer. Can grow to be very tall. 75-90cm. 


C. GLASTIFOLIA 

This useful plant has silver buds that many 
consider to be just as attractive as the small 
yellow thistle flowers that follow. It’s a tall, 
elegant sun lover that deserves to be more 
widely grown 1.2m. 


C. ‘TOTNES FAT LEMON’ 
An exciting new hybrid with vibrant yellow 


flowers and attractive silvery bronze flower 
buds. It manages to out-flower all the other 
yellow-flowered types but is frustratingly 
difficult to propagate. 80cm. 


plant profile centaurea 


C. MONTANA ‘OCHROLEUCA’ 
More compact and slower growing 
than the other montana cultivars. 
The large, ivory-white flowers, 


with contrasting black stamens, 
are held on short stems giving 
a neat, domed plant. 30cm. 


José Dent 


Having established the Friends of the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens 
some 35 years ago José Dent remains devoted to its cause 


WORDS TIM RICHARDSON PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


commonly referred to as formidable. Now in her eighties, 

she is still holding the reins at the UK Friends of the Jerusalem 
Botanical Gardens, a group she single-handedly established in 
London some 35 years ago. It has provided travel bursaries to 
scores of young horticulturists, many of whom have gone on to 


I am fully expecting José Dent to be one of those ladies 


great things. Those with reason to thank José — pronounced ‘Josie’ 
— for an educative stay of up to a year in Jerusalem include 
plantsman/designer Dan Pearson; Andy Jackson, director of 
Wakehurst Place; RHS director of horticulture Dr Tim Upson 
and Andrea Brunsendorf, the highly regarded head gardener at 
the Inner Temple in London. 

But José is not in the least formidable. While she clearly 
possesses determination in spades, when I visit her at her home 
in the heart of Hampstead I discover that she is also warm, 
humorous, pragmatic and disarmingly modest. “The point of 
the Friends was to help Israel and to help the botanic garden,” she 
says. “What we need to show is that Israel is rather different to 
what might be in the newspaper. In the garden they have Arab 
kids working with Jewish kids, and disabled children too. We 
have never given money direct to the gardens. We give whatever 
is needed, whether it’s a new tractor or some seeds.” 

José was born in Cricklewood, north London —“my 
background was among the old Jewish émigrés from Russia and 
Poland” — and says her love of nature first emerged when the 
family evacuated themselves to Surrey during the war. “T 
remember sitting in a tree overlooking a pond that no one knew 
about, and thinking that it was my holy tree.” After schooling at “a 
very intellectual girls’ boarding school’, José worked on a fashion 
magazine named Shopping and endured a brief stint in PR. Finally, 
in 1953 she got a job as a television director, specialising in fashion 
— though that career ended when she got married four years later. 

Her interest in gardening came about after she employed a 
garden firm to ‘do’ the garden at their home in Hampstead. 

“After a year I realised that what they had done wasn’t very good, 
like planting three magnolias too close together — for instant effect. 
There was a lady down the road who was one of those old ladies 
who are brilliant at gardening. She became my gardening ‘mother’ 
and introduced me to the Hampstead Horticultural Society.” 

In time José became chair of that society, opening her garden 
regularly for the National Gardens Scheme, while also working as 


a magistrate. Her date with destiny came in 1979, when 
Michael Avishai, the then director of the Jerusalem Botanical 
Gardens, came to London to speak to a small group in a flat in 
Hampstead. José recalls how he described what a struggle it was, 
trying to cope with just three full-time staff. At the end of an 
inspirational talk, she says, “I went up to him and said, ‘Do 

you get any help from England?’ And he said, “No? So I said, 

‘Do you want any?’ And that was that.” 

The ‘that’ being the Friends of the garden, specifically 
established to bring across expertise from Britain: skilled and 
willing pairs of hands in exchange for the experience of living and 
working in Israel for up to a year. José set up a regular newsletter, 
forged links with Kew early on, raised funds and enlisted volunteer 
helpers. The Friends’ first scholarship was awarded in 1983, while 
a later initiative was its still popular working holidays in the 
garden. As for her own motivation, José says with typical candour: 
“T was from a Zionist background, totally not religious, but I felt 
a basic involvement with Israel and the importance of it.” 

The UK Friends is in something of a crisis mode (José’s words). 
The Israeli government's grant to the garden has been reduced from 
three million shekels to 750,000 ILS [around £128,000], and 
membership of the Friends [about 200 currently] has also been 
declining. “Fundraising is impossible and younger women now 
work and don’t have the time to give,” José says. On the positive 
side, José says the current director of the garden is brilliant and a 
former staff member has been successfully fundraising in the USA 
and has also made a link with San Diego Botanic Garden. 

The future of the UK Friends is clearly a worry to José, who is 
trying to find someone who will take over from her. But still she 
has time to take me into her garden and show me her favourite 
groundcover, an attractive saxifrage, S. stolonifera, with veined 
leaves and a pretty, pink flower. Enjoying this little plant in her 
company, one senses José has always had her priorities in order. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

The UK Friends of Jerusalem Botanical Gardens. 

Tel 020 8238 2779, friendsjbg.org.uk 

NEXT MONTH 

Jim Buttress, former chairman of Britain in Bloom and trustee of 
horticultural charity Perennial now celebrating its 175th anniversary. 


We give whatever is needed, whether it’s a new tractor or some seeds 


horticultural who’s who 


In brief 


Name Ommertalhof. 
Points of interest Abundant planting ina 
naturalistic style. Stone walls, created from local 
stone and reclaimed brick, are filled with plants. 
Where Lindlar in the Bergisches Land area of 
North Rhine-Westphalia, western Germany. 
Size Two anda quarter acres. 

Soil Clay enriched with home-made compost. 
Climate Mild winters and warm summers, with 
an average annual rainfall of 80-135cm. 
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Wild at hewt 


Landscape gardener Frank Schroeder has used the 
garden of his restored farmhouse to display his 
love of natural planting schemes 


WORDS MICHAEL BRECKWOLDT TRANSLATED BY ERIKA BAKER 
PHOTOGRAPHS SABRINA ROTHE 


n summer evenings as the sun moves 
obliquely across the hills of Bergisches Land, 
an area of North Rhine-Westphalia in western 
Germany, Nicole and Frank Schroeder like to 
sit and enjoy the beauty of nature from the 
patio of their garden at Ommertalhof. Here, 
dragonflies dance elegantly over a pond, frogs 
rest lazily on the leaf of a water lily and the 
gentle braying of cows drifts across from the 
nearby meadows. Occasionally, the piercing 
cry of a buzzard circling above the spruce 
plantation is heard and, from a niche in the 
adjoining, plant-covered stone wall, comes the 
relaxing burble of a small, artificial waterfall. 
This bucolic paradise near the village of 
Lindlar, an hout’s drive east of Cologne, was 
discovered by the couple 14 years ago. “We 
found a farmhouse in need of renovation 
that was surrounded by an overgrown 
garden,’ says Frank. Luckily, taming 
overgrown gardens is something of a 
speciality of Frank’s. A qualified landscape 
gardener, he had been looking for somewhere 
that would double both as a home and base 
for his business and where he could create a 
garden that would be a showcase for his skills. 
In Ommertalhof he found the perfect 
combination, and set about creating his 


THIS PAGE 


dream garden. One of the first things the 
couple did was to build a massive stone wall 
at the east side of the garden to support the 
slope above. “We used the local greywacke 
stone,” says Frank. The wall is tilted slightly 
towards the slope and is backfilled with 
crushed rock. “We need to ensure that the 
wet clay soil doesn’t push the wall from its 
foundations, especially in winter when the 
ground freezes,” he explains. In summer the 
stones retain the heat and ensure a balanced 
microclimate. This supports the many plants 
growing in the walls, among them several 
types of carnation, Euphorbia myrsinites, 
Phlox subulata, Gypsophila, Geranium ‘Dilys’ 
and trailing bellflowers. In the shady areas at 
the foot of the wall grow hostas and ferns. 
These plants, which thrive in poor soil and 
harsh conditions, also spread across the 
ground in the joints between the natural stone 
paving slabs. Between the irregularly shaped 
reddish patio paving stones, shot through 
with dark strands of basalt tiles, grow scented 
plants such as lavender, Dianthus plumarius, 
Calamintha nepeta and Origanum vulgare. 
An artificial stream rushes diagonally across 
the area before it flows into a pond filled with 
water lilies. A separate section of this pond [> 


Top The massive wall, made of local greywacke stone, was built to hold back the steeply sloping area above. 
Its crevices are filled with a multitude of plants to give a relaxed, timeless feel. 


Middle Nicole and Frank enjoy lunch on the patio surrounded by lush plantings. 


Bottom Frank has created an artificial stream that runs down to this pond. He has ensured a naturalistic look 
by planting abundantly around the edges and using water lilies to clothe the water's surface. 
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Top A gravel path leading to a timber pavilion, which 
was designed and built by Frank, divides the kitchen 
garden in two. Here Nicole grows her organic 
vegetables and a variety of fruit trees. 


Middle Delicate plantings of Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Border Beauty’ mixed with Geranium pratense give 
the impression of a wild meadow. 


Bottom Frank has deliberately left part of the large 
pond free of plants to create a natural bathing pool 
where he and Nicole can cool off on hot summer days. 


[> is kept completely free of plants. “When it 
gets really hot we cool down in this natural 
pool,” says Frank. Above the pond, red-leaved 
trees, including Corylus maxima ‘Purpurea, 
Physocarpus opulifolius “Diabolo, Weigela 
florida ‘Foliis Purpureis’ and Cercis canadensis 
‘Forest Pansy; provide splashes of colour. The 
whole setting has a natural feel and is more 
reminiscent of a mountain lake than a garden 
pond. “I have a pretty clear picture of what 

I want to create,” says Frank. “A lot of the 
inspiration for my work comes to me while 
I'm hiking in the mountains.” 

Luckily, with more than two acres to play 
with, Frank isn’t lacking space for his ideas to 
take root and grow. This is a sizable garden, 
overflowing with wild nature, yet Frank has 
given it an intimate feel. Winding paths lead 
you past lush, abundant planting and through 
archways built of reclaimed brick to small, 
hidden spaces where you can sit on a bench 
and relax. High shrubs provide structure and 
create openings for pretty plant combinations. 
The grouping of Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Border Beauty’ and two wild geraniums, 

G. pratense and ‘Anne Thomson; give the 
impression of a flowering meadow. Behind 
this impressive lushness lies a simple formula: 
“T always grow several plants together in 
groups, sometimes three or five or seven of 

a kind. They can support each other and 
interweave with one another. The eye notices 
them as vivid spots of colour,” says Frank. 

Sightlines created by two main paths link 
the garden to the wider landscape. From the 
patio, one vista opens out to a wooden gate 
and beyond to a field where sheep graze. [> 
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RE 
Nicole enjoys the surfon hértlower- 
filled patio. The retaining Walls, behind 
her, help ensure a micro climate:,' 


Heat 


[> A second view leads through a stone 
archway to the west to a small waterfall. 
Above the house is a kitchen garden. This 
is Nicole’s domain. A trained agronomist, 
she cultivates the beds organically, using only 
dung from the farm’s own sheep and horses 
as fertiliser. Long and narrow, this garden is 
split into two sections separated by a shingle- 
roofed pavilion, which was designed and 


built by Frank around a hexagonal stone slab. 


To the near side of the pavilion there are 
box-framed vegetable beds containing 
cabbage, lettuce, peas, carrots and the head- 
high tree spinach, Chenopodium giganteum. 
A thick layer of bark mulch stems the tide of 
wild herbs that vie for space with the 


vegetables. At the far side of the pavilion 
grow fruit bushes, including raspberries, 
blackberries, and strawberries. Frank and 
Nicole find it hard to imagine anything more 
perfect. “If we won the lottery, we wouldn't 
change the way we live,” they both agree. 

“Tt would just mean we'd have more time to 


work in our garden.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Address Ommertalhof, 
51789 Lindlar, Germany. 
Tel + 49 2266 471537. 
Website ommertalhof.de 
Open By appointment only. 


* Frank has used natural stone and brick walls to even out differences in the garden's height. 
These walls, which he recommends should be at least 60cm high to remain visible amid the 
abundant vegetation, also help to give the garden structure and an interesting shape. 

* In exposed locations, for example at the highest point, Frank has used red-leaved trees to 
provide eye-catching colour for the garden well into October. 


+ Frank always includes sightlines to distant views even in his natural designs. Compact trees, 
such as Viburnum x bodnantense or Lonicera x purpusii, frame these views. 

* Using reclaimed materials, such as old bricks, roof tiles and timber from demolished 
houses, Frank has created original, sculptural-looking walls that he often tops with trellises. 

* Frank repeats the use of structural plants, such as Yucca filamentosa or Helleborus foetidus, 
in several locations to help focus the eye and inject some order into a natural planting design. 
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1 Petrorhagia saxifraga 

With needle-like leaves and delicate 
flowers this dainty plant thrives in well- 
drained, calcareous soil in full sun. 
15-30cm AGM* USDA 4a-7bi. 


2 Dryopteris filix-mas 

This male fern thrives at the foot of a 
stone wall where its fronds cover the 
harsh corners. Ideally suited to extreme 
and shady conditions in dry soil. 1.5m. 
AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8a. 


3 Origanum vulgare 

Propagates easily through seeds, so 
seedlings grow not only in the stone wall, 
but also in the joints in our patio. 1m. 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


4 Eryngium planum ‘Blaukappe’ 

This robust, clump-forming cultivar 
develops strongly upright stems with a 
profusion of small flower heads. 5cm. 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-8b. 


5 Helianthemum ‘Henfield Brilliant’ 
Small and impressive with warm, 
unassuming flowers. Needs full sun. Here 
you find it on the coping of the stone wall. 
50cm. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


6 Gypsophila ‘Rosenschleier’ 

First grown 80 years ago by the German 
grower Karl Foerster, this beautiful plant is 
robust, free-flowering and dainty. 50cm. 
AGM. RHS H6, USDA 6b-9b. 


7 Campanula poscharskyana ‘Blauranke’ 
Produces beautiful, large panicles that 
flower profusely and trail down along the 
wall. Grows fast and tolerates shades. 
15cm. RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b. 


8 Saxifraga (London Pride Group) 
‘Clarence Elliott’ 

Small, light flowers raised on high stems. 
When we have time, we cut it back so it 
flowers for a second time. 30cm. AGM. 
RHS H5, USDA 5b-9b. 


9 Tanacetum corymbosum 
Undemanding wild plant that grows in dry 
soils at the edges of shrubs. Tolerates 
some shade. Here it spreads out on the 
top of the stone wall. 90cm. USDA 4a-9b 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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Working with 
a designer 


Employing a designer can transform your garden, but how do 
you choose the right one? Our ten-point guide is here to help 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI 


Why hire 

a designer? 
Whether you're an experienced 
gardener or a garden novice, a 
good designer will suggest ideas 
you haven't thought of yourself. 
They should be able to come up 
with a scheme that works both 


practically and aesthetically, and 
is tailored to your needs and site. 
In other words, give you a high- 
quality bespoke service. A good 
designer should also be able to 
get you well-grown plants and 
arange of products — from 


materials, structures and fittings 
to accessories — at competitive 
prices. Even if you don’t want to 
opt for a full redesign it can be 
worth asking them to cast their 
expert eye on a particular aspect 
you want to tackle — perhaps a 
boundary that’s recently become 
overlooked or a troublesome area 
of planting — or to get ideas for 
changing existing elements. 


H 
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Architect Mary Barensfeldtusediy 
clever, sculptural, hard ldhdscaping 
elements to trahsform an ‘overgtbwn, 
steeply sloping family garden in’San 
Francisco’s Bay Area (left) into this 
impressive outdoor room. 
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working with a designer 


ou Start 
It’s really important to take a 
hard look at your garden and 
decide what's good — and 
bad — about it, and how you 
would like to use it. Consider 
who actually uses the garden 
and what for; how much time 
you want to spend looking 
after it; are there elements 
you must have, and others 
you'd like to have but are not 
essential; are there particular 
problem areas; what’s the 
soil like and which are the 
sunny/shady parts. This will 
provide a really helpful brief 
that you can send to your 
potential designer before you 
have your initial meeting. 
Importantly, you should 
know how much money you 
have to spend as this will 
give the designer an idea of 


what they could include in 
architects del Buono Gazerwitz 
has a lush feel and the warm pe 
i tones of the hard landscaping 

profession only work on ; cleverly reflect the available light. 


projects of a certain value. 


the project. It’s worth noting 
that some big names of the 


. ‘ beige Tom Hoblyn 
ee aan aes Landscape 
You'll also need to think about and garden 
the kind of feel you want your designer 


garden to have. One of the eed 
best ways to communicate : Die 


this to a designer is to make 
a moodboard of images. from clients the other 
These could include photos 

of gardens you've visited and 

liked; clippings taken from 


IGN BY RUPERT WHEELER 


magazines and newspapers 
or photocopies of books; or 
sketches of your own. Think 
about hard landscaping as 
well as plants and include 
images or furniture, pieces of 
sculpture, artwork, or simply 
colours or materials that you preter. Thev eve 

find appealing. You could ie se 
make yourownscrapbookor © , | Py 

use a website, such as roe fee St 
Pinterest (gb.pinterest.com), which included some 


to collect images. > of my own work.” 
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Perspective drawings, such as this one by Philip Nixon Design for a 
country estate in Berkshire, clearly demonstrate how a scheme works. 
Designers can also provide detailed planting and construction plans. 


Choose your 

designer 
By far the best way to find a 
designer is to ask friends for 
their recommendations. You 
can also search the websites 
of trade bodies, such as the 
Society of Garden Designers 
(sgd.org.uk) and British 
Association of Landscape 
Industries (bali.co.uk). To join 
one of these, the designer will 
have been vetted by industry 
peers, and been in business 
for at least two years (three 
for SGD members). The 
Designer Directory section of 
gardensillustrated.com and 
Garden Design section of 
gardenvisit.com also list 
garden designers by region 
or county. It’s also worth 
checking out the websites of 
designers whose work you've 


Choose build. The three most common 


your package 
Many designers will offer a range 
of different services so it’s 
important to establish from the 
beginning what you want from 


them and how much work you are 
willing to do yourself. For instance, 


you may feel happy to source and 


packages are: design only, which 
involves drawing up concept and 
detailed plans including, usually, 
planting plans and construction 
plans for any hard landscaping; 
design and build, which means 
the designer will also take 
responsibility for building the 


the latter option you will employ 
the building contractor directly, 
although the designer may 
recommend ones he’s worked 
with before, but the designer will 


check on the build to make sure all 


is going to plan. Another option is 
design plus project manager. In 
this case the designer will handle 


seen and liked in magazines 
or elsewhere in the media 
and at flower shows. If you’re 
working to a tight budget, it 
could be worth considering a 
newly qualified designer. 
They may have only one or 
two completed gardens to 
show you, but that should 


plant your own plants, but feelless — project; and design plus all the contracts and sign off the give you an idea of their 


confident about managing the overseeing the build. If youchoose completed works. creativity and competence. 


Adam 
Shepherd 
Landscape 
designer 


(<4 


na small space 
I think it’s critical to 
add vertical interest. 
Traditionally, this was 
achieved with things 
such as level changes, 
raised planting areas 
and plant selection. A 
more contemporary 
approach (and my 
personal favourite) is to 
introduce living walls.” 


a 


x Eléments such as the living walland 
varied levels ii thisssmall city gardens 
HesiBned by Adam'Shepherd, can come 
together more Sasily if you.léave the 
“© designer to look ‘after the entire project: 


Se = 
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Pal = 


For this Coteweta garden, sf 
designer Tim Rées’S/choice of 
pretty, informal plants fits in 


perfectly with the existing ~ 
y a 


rustic‘looking gazebo... 4m 4 


Designer Charlotte Rowe’s plan 
for this small garden makes best 
use of a slightly awkward shape. 
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Step by step 

After an initial consultation, 
the designer will send you a letter 
or email outlining what they 
understand from your brief. They 
should also give you an indication 
of their costs for the survey, 
concept plan, any perspective 
sketches and/or CGI visuals, 
masterplan (this is drawn up once 
you have discussed and approved 
the concept plan with the 
designer) and any detailed plans 
and schedule of works. The 
designer holds the copyright to 
the plans. If you use an 
independent contractor, the 
designer can then recommend a 
number of firms and organise the 
tender process or you can do this 
yourself, but if the designer is 
overseeing the build or project 
managing it is advisable to use a 
contractor they have used before. 


Janine 
Pattison 
Garden 
designer 
“The briefing process 
is critical. As a 
designer you need 

to absorb every bit 
of information 
about the owners, 
their house, the 
furnishings, style of 
decorating, art work 
on the walls and the 
cars they drive. Also, 
it’s essential you meet 
both partners if the 
garden is owned by 
two people.” 


Qualifications 

Holding a qualification in 
garden design isn't essential. 
There are some well-known 


and highly respected designers 


with no formal qualifications 
who've honed all their skills on 
the job. However, there are 
several excellent courses in 
garden design, including those 
at Inchbald School of Design, 
KLC School of Design, the 
English Gardening School 

and London College of Garden 
Design, and holding a diploma 
from one of these is a good 


Water features ‘can add hugely to 
costs. This cleverly constructed 
Zinc Water’Surface Fountain by © ‘ 


Belgian designer Domani, which” 
featured in Tom Stuart-Smith’s © 
2008 Chelsea garden, will set you 


indication of a designer's skill. 
Perhaps more important is to 


take a look at their online and 
printed portfolios and see if 
theirs is the kind of work you 


back £6,535 before installation. 


like — and always ask to see Costs established designers may be and flower beds. Designs that 

some before and after photos. Costs will vary depending prepared to take on smaller require a lot of labour will always - 
It's also important to meet on the experience of the projects, for a reasonable fee, if be more costly, as will those that = 
with the designer face to designer and the size and they like the design challenge. involve hard landscaping, water = 


face to see if this is someone 
who's on your wavelength 
and with whom you'd be 
comfortable to work over 

a period of several months. 
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complexity of the project. A 
self-employed designer, just 
starting out, will cost less than 
an established firm with bigger 
overheads, although some well- 


Even if smaller, a courtyard 
garden with sophisticated 
exterior lighting and furniture, 
could cost more than a larger 
garden with expanses of lawn 


features or changes of level. 
Removing rubble from the site 
or needing to bring all the 
construction elements through 
the house can all add to the cost. 
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Keep the 

cost down 
Once you've agreed the 
budget, don’t forget that 
anything you add will 
increase the overall cost. If 
there are unexpected extras, 
the designer or contractor 
should alert you straightaway 
and you should discuss how 
best to manage them within 
the budget. Doing the 
planting out yourself, and 
specifying smaller plants, can 
make savings or you could 
choose a less expensive 
paving material. Designers 
can usually source good- 
quality plants at trade prices 
which will be cheaper than 
retail nurseries or garden 
centres. Re-using elements 
from your existing garden 
can also reduce your spend. 


Juliet 
Sargeant 
Garden 
designer 


“Tf you're doing works 
on the house it can save 
money to bring in the 
garden designer before 
you start, for example 
by using excavated soil 
or rubble in the design 
rather than taking 
them off site.” 


Budget guide 


Hep pite the Sleek harchtandiscapin 
mind’ stylish vertical, slate\waterta 


Sof this:award-winning family. 
tyy Sa . 
we garden, designerAndrew, 
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l Keep it legal 


It’s important you set 


out the terms of the job, making 
clear what you are paying for and 
when, and detailing any future 
maintenance arrangements, in 
awritten agreement. SGD and 
BALI members use a standard 
JCLI Homeowner Consultancy 
Agreement contract, but whatever 


working with a designer 
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contract you use make sure it 
covers anything that’s likely to be 
disputed. If you do have a dispute 
that can’t be resolved with the 
designer, SGD and BALI can help 
resolve problems with their 
members before it ends up in the 
Small Claims Court. One thing you 
should agree in advance is 
payment terms. Many designers 
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prefer to receive their fee in 
stages, and while some charge for 
their initial consultation, others 
don't. Some charge for part of the 
job, for example site visits while 
overseeing the build, on an hourly 
rate. Contractors often want a 
deposit of between 10 and 50 per 
cent of the build, depending on 
the size of the project. 


These three projects will give you a rough 
idea of the kind of costs involved. 


Garden 1 Courtyard garden, 2m x 4.5m. 
Work done Two brick paths and tile-on-edge 
circular patio, two beds with herbaceous 
plants and climbers. 

Time to complete One week. 

Cost £2,475, includes designer 

fee of £475. 


Garden 2 City garden, 56 square metres. 
Work done Site cleared, ground prepared; 
bespoke fireplace; metal-edged basalt 
paving; hardwood-clad boundary wall; new 
drainage, lighting and irrigation, pleached 


hornbeams, topiary box, perennials, grasses, 


outdoor sofas, tables and chairs. 
Time to complete Three months. 
Cost £99,800, includes designer 
fee of £14,250. 


Garden 3 Rural Garden, about 1.5 acres 
Work done New terrace, ornamental 
vegetable garden, lawns, 12m x 3m water 
feature with stepping stones, extensive 
borders with shrubs and perennials, 
backdrop of pleached hornbeams, yew 
hedging, re-alignment of driveway. 

Time to complete Nine months. 

Cost £250,000, includes designer 

fee of £20,000. 
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Nurturing talent 


When Chelsea designers want to give their garden the edge 


they often turn to 
consummate pl 
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Hortus Loci, the wholesale nursery run by 
antsmen Robin Wallis and Mark Straver 
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In Hortus Loci’s well-stocked” 
nursery. beds, the bright blue 
of Anchusa azureaLoddon 
Royalist’ steals the scene. 


nlike many nurserymen, Robin 
Wallis doesn’t have a favourite genus. “That 
would be like having a favourite child,” he 
says, in a pained tone. But make no mistake, 
he really, really likes plants. 

In 2011, he set up the trade nursery Hortus 
Loci with fellow plant fanatic Mark Straver 
specifically to provide the best specimens of 
the best cultivars to the best garden designers 
in the country (and beyond, since they work 
closely with Swedish designer Ulf Nordfjell). 
In their first two years supplying plants to 
the Chelsea Flower Show, the designers they 
worked with bagged two Silver Gilts, seven 
Golds and three Best in Show awards. 

Both Robin and Mark are third 
generation nurserymen and have spent their 
adult lives working with plants. And both 
have an unerring knack of knowing which 
plants the designers will want to work with, 
often before the designers do themselves. 
“For us, it’s all about the plants,” says Robin. 
“We both instinctively know if something 
looks like a good idea or not. New isn’t 
necessarily better, but we’re always on the 
hunt for genuinely good introductions. I can 
blast through the marquee at Chelsea in 45 
minutes, with my camera and my notebook, 
and if I come away with two or three new 
things I will be happy.” 

When he and Mark do find a plant they 
like the look of, they work with specialist 
breeders or propagators to produce stock 
in sufficient quantity. “We rely on the 
relationships we have built up with smaller 
specialists. We call them our ‘secret squirrels’ 
and we have five or six working for us. “We 
work a lot with Marina Christopher, who has 
her own nursery, Phoenix Perennial Plants, 


Special relationships 


specialist nursery 


but does a lot of specialist propagation for 
us. We get her to bulk up things we would 
struggle to find elsewhere. Then, because she 
is in a real frost pocket, we bring the plants 
back here as soon as they can be moved.” 

And when the young plants arrive at 
Hortus Loci, they get treatment tailored to 
make the best of them. “T have never 
understood why so many commercial 
growers raise all their plants in one or two 
pot sizes and one or two compost types,” says 
Robin.“We do whatever each plant needs to 
keep it happy — we have eight different types 
of compost, and we will use whatever pot 
will work best. If something is tap rooted, 
then you need to grow it in a deep pot or 
it will never be happy.” 

The final factor in the success of this 
upstart nursery can be attributed to talent 
spotting of a different kind. Robin and Mark 
are very good at identifying designers with 
real talent, who will give their plants the 
setting they deserve. They've been working 
with the big names for years, but they’re 
always on the lookout for new talent entering 
from the wings. They keep an eye on the 
design school graduates and trawl the small 
gardens at the big shows where fledgling 
designers traditionally cut their teeth. “You 
can soon spot someone with talent,” says 
Robin. “Even if the garden itself is a bit 
wonky and the plants have all been grown by 
their friends, there will be something that sets 
their work apart.” 

When they find that spark it can only be 
a matter of time before Team Hortus adds 
another gold medal to its tally. 


+ Turn the page to discover 24 of Robin and Mark's 
favourite plants for adding early summer interest. [> 


“We rely on the relationships we have built up with smaller specialist growers,” 
says Robin. “You could spend an afternoon sweet talking one of them, then nick 


their ideas and make a lot of money. Instead, we try to look after those heroic 


individuals who specialise in one thing. One of my ‘secret squirrels’ in Devon 
lets us have some fantastic romneyas. I'm even working with a guy in 
Cambridgeshire to find which asparagus cultivars look the nicest. No one 
had ever asked him before, so it is interesting for both of us.” 


85 


stunning plants 
for summer 


Hortus Loci founders Robin Wallis (left) 
and Mark Straver select some of the 
hottest plants for early summer borders 


1 Paeonia ‘Buckeye Belle’ 

This sumptuous maroon-red, semi-double 
looks lovely grown with bronze fennel. 
Although it was originally bred in 1956, it 
has become very modish in recent years. 
60-90cm. USDA 3a-8bt. 


2 Astrantia major subsp. 

involucrata ‘Shaggy’ 

The long white bracts, which are tipped 
with green and surround the umbels of 
pinhead flowers, make the blooms on this 
astrantia bigger than other cultivars. 80cm. 


3 Salvia pratensis ‘Madeline’ 

An unusual bi-colour salvia. This Piet Oudolf 
introduction has vivid, blue flowers with 
white, lower lips that light up the whole 
flower spike. Should repeat if cut back after 
flowering. 60-90cm. USDA 3a-9b. 


4 Angelica sylvestris ‘Ebony’ 

A wonderful focal plant with purple foliage, 
so deep it seems to absorb the light. 
Pale-pink flowers appear in summer. 
1.8-2.4m. USDA 4a-9b. 


5 Cenolophium denudatum 

Much-loved, refined cow parsley that 
produces masses of delicate umbels from 
midsummer to mid autumn. Popular with 
designers — such as Tom Stuart-Smith, 
who used it prominently in his Chelsea 
2010 garden — as well as with beneficial 
insects. 1.2m. USDA 6a. 
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specialist nursery 


6 Deschampsia flexuosa 

The excellently named wavy hair grass 
is a tough and reliable choice for full 
sun or partial shade. From late spring to 
early Summer it is covered in silky 
bronze flower spikes that shimmer in 
the breeze. 50cm. RHS H4, USDA 4a-9b. 


7 Verbascum ‘Clementine’ 

Burnt orange is a colour you don’t often 
see in the garden until later in the year, 
but ‘Clementine’ starts sending out 
flower spikes from July until around 
September. And unlike some other 
verbascums, which can disappear from 
the border after a single season, it 
tends to be reliably perennial. 1.5m. 


8 Iris ‘Tycoon’ 

Good, purple Siberian iris with well- 
proportioned flowers. If you have the 
space, plant in a bold clump for 
maximum impact. 1.2m. USDA 3a-8b. 


9 Iris ‘White Swirl’ 

Elegant Siberian iris with fresh, white 
flowers in good proportion to the plant 
(unlike many other cultivars). A robust 
cultivar for moist soil in sun or dappled 
shade. 90cm-1.2m. USDA 4a-9b. 


10 Rosa Westerland (= ‘Korwest’) 

A vibrant tangerine-orange rose, 

which is not always easy to place ina 
planting scheme, but is worth growing 
for its scent alone. The intense citrus 
perfume will carry throughout the 
garden and always receives 
compliments when | walk visitors 
around our rose beds. 2m. USDA 5a-9b. 


11 Verbascum ‘Petra’ 

From Marina Christopher at Phoenix 
Perennial Plants and one of our 
favourites (as is Marina). Can be hard 
to find, but worth tracking down for its 
rich, brick-red flowers. A feature plant in 
Joe Swift's 2012 Chelsea garden, where 
its rich tones complemented the glowing 
cedarwood structures. 1.2m. 


12 Erigeron karvinskianus 

One of the true troopers for any 
garden with masses of pale pink to 
white daisies that go on forever. 
Inclined to seed into cracks and 
crevices in paths and walls. 50cm. 
AGM®* RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. > 


13 Paeonia ‘Red Charm’ 

Large flowers with rich red outer petals in 
the same colour as the tightly ruffled 
pom-pom of inner petals. Looks good 
enough to eat. Like all herbaceous peonies, 
it needs a well-drained soil in sun or part 
shade. 90cm. USDA 3a-9b. 


14 Festuca amethystina 

Elegant, slender blue-green leaves, topped 
by flower spikes flushed amethyst (as its 
name suggests). Very airy and lovely, it is 
one of the most finely textured fescues. 
Looks wonderful in a meandering drift as, 
together with most other grasses, a drift of 
one looks pretty mean. 15cm. USDA 3a-10b. 


15 Iris ‘Flight of Butterflies’ 

Another Siberian iris, with typically strappy 
foliage, compact but with perfect poise. The 
bright blue flowers are delicately veined with 
white and flutter in the slightest breeze, 
making it very aptly named. Iris specialist 
Claire Austin is a fan. 90cm. USDA 4a-9b. 


16 Orlaya grandiflora 

Half-hardy but easy to raise from seed. Sow in 
autumn for larger, more prolific plants. Once 
you have it in a border, you'll never be without 
it again. Perfectly arranged pure white lace- 
caps in late spring to early summer. 60cm. 


17 Sedum ‘José Aubergine’ 

Incredible, deep-purple matt foliage, 
especially when emerging in spring. 
Dusky pink domed heads of flowers in 
late summer. Butterfly and bee magnet. 
Reminiscent of S. ‘Matrona’ but without 
its annoying tendency to flop. 50cm. 


18 Lupinus (Deep pink form) 

Our own cutting-grown variety (soon to be 
named Lady's Day, as part of a range). Rich 
pink, tightly packed spikes in early summer. 
Lupins are one traditional cottage garden 
favourite long overdue a resurgence in 
popularity. 60cm. RHS H4, USDA 4a-6b. 


19 Rosa glauca 

Glaucous coppery mauve foliage, single 
cerise-pink flowers and lovely, dark-red 
hips in large clusters, and the plant is 
virtually thornless so you can get as close 
as you need to appreciate it. An informal 
but elegant choice. 2m. USDA 2a-9b. 


20 Cistus x purpureus ‘Alan Fradd’ 
A sport of purpureus [discovered by 
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specialist nursery 


Robin's father, Mark Wallis]. Large papery 
white flowers with maroon central blotches 
appear throughout mid-summer. 

90cm. USDA 9a-10b. 


21 Eryngium giganteum 

Miss Wilmott's Ghost, like the orlaya, 

grows freely from seed (as the original 
Edwardian plantswoman Miss Ellen Wilmott 
proved by scattering seed in the gardens 
she visited with the aim of providing a 
lasting legacy of her favourite plant). 
Produces elaborate metallic silver thistles 


above grey-green foliage. Fades beautifully. 
50cm-1m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


22 Thalictrum ‘Black Stockings’ 
Grey-green aquilegia-like foliage with 
fluffy lavender-magenta flowers held on 
distinctive black stems. Reaching 2m tall, 
this new form of meadow rue packs a 
punch at the back of a border, even in 
partial shade. 2m. USDA 5a-9b. 


23 Iris pallida 

Best grouped with tall bearded iris, as it 
behaves in the same fashion. Pale-blue 
flowers and a very sweet fragrance. Its 
finest attribute is its glaucous foliage, 
which remains in perfect health, long after 
flowering, enhancing border schemes 

well into autumn. 1.5m. 


24 Ammi majus 

Another half-hardy umbel like orlaya. Also 
known as Bishop's weed or Bullwort, it 
produces delicate, lacy flowers and is one of 
the best white fillers. Usually sown in spring, 
but performs even better if you sow in 
autumn directly where you want it to grow. 
Ina moist but well-drained site it may well 
reach statuesque proportions. 50cm-1m. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Hortus Loci, Hound Green, 
Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LQ. 

Tel 0118 932 6495. 

Website hortusloci.co.uk 

Note Hortus Loci is a wholesale nursery, 
but it sells plants to the public through 
the Whitewater Nursery and Plant Centre. 
Address Whitewater Nursery and 

Plant Centre, Hound Green, Hook, 
Hampshire RG27 8LQ. 

Tel 0118 932 6487. 

Website whitewaterplantcentre.co.uk 
Open Daily 10am to 5pm. 
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Unusual Garden Bronzes 


For a brochure and a price list 
please contact: 
Adams Arts & Antiques Limited 
Tel/Fax: 01892 557777 
Email: info@adamsartsantiques.com 
Website: www.adamsartsantiques.com 


Lessons from Chicago's Lurie Garden 


NOEL KEN 


® 


“The dynamic duo of two of my favorite plantsmen, 
Piet Oudolf and Noel Kingsbury, strikes again!” 
—Tracy DiSabato-Aust, author of The Well-Tended Perennial Garden 
Paper £16.00/$22.50 


The University of Chicago Press © www .press.uchicago.edu 


READYHEDGE 


Our hedging is grown 
specially for landscapers and 
garden designers, supplied 
spaced and ready to plant, 
in troughs or in our 
easy-to-handle Readybags. 


For more information 
call today on 
email 
or visit 


Latest design news, design ideas, design sourcebook 
JMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 
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HAUN MAT THE 


INSPIRATIONAL 


GARDEN 


SIGNS 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports 
and obelisks designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden whilst also complimenting and 
enhancing the plants features. 


Visit our website or telephone to 
request a brochure: 


ere DUET teeter ated 2 see Cs ¢ FRUIT CAGES © RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS 
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 
¢ ARCHES * PERGOLAS ¢ OBELISKS & SUPPORTS 


Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kingsley Moor, 


Seen ae I ¢ GREENHOUSES & EQUIPMENT © NETTING & PROTECTION... 


RE DWO (@)D) The Stoneworks, West Horrington, 


ST | NE Wells, Somerset BAS 3EH 


——FOLLY & GARDEN— — Hampton Court Flower Show - Stand E/107 


A 
AE 
| 
| 


Harrod 


HORTICULTURAL 


DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0845 402 5300 
Visit www. harrodhorticultural.com 
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Tree lines 

The southern part of the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park in east London, which covers 27 
acres and has been landscaped by James 
Corner of Field Operations (renowned for his 


work on New York's High Line), has reopened groves of smaller trees. Large-scale timber 


with additional plantings of mature oaks, benches and loungers provide seating and 
including pin, red and English varieties, which giant, suspended, perforated metal spheres cast 
line the central promenade, punctuated with patterned light at night. fieldoperations.net 


DAMIAN YOUNG (LANDLIFE) 


Cut the grass 


Brookdale Park in Manchester will be bright with meadow 
flowers this summer. It's the first to benefit from the Manchester 
Meadows project, led by the National Trust's urban gardener 
Sean Harkin, to find sustainable alternatives to grass for the 
city’s public spaces. The project is using 12 different seed mixes 
of annual and perennial wild flowers, based on Landlife’s 
Gardeners Double Delight mix from wildflower.org.uk 
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NEWS 


The right balance 


The Ba 


ance, a conceptual design by South Korean landscape architect Hay Joung Hwang, is one 


of 26 gardens chosen to illustrate the theme of ‘Gardens of the Deadly Sins’ for the 2014 Festival 


Interna 


ional des Jardins at Domaine de Chaumont-sur-Loire, France. Her design employs a 


succession of black timber monoliths cutting through meadow-style planting on either side of a central 
path, culminating in a rock-balanced sculpture. Hay, who trained at Sheffield University where her 


interest 


was fired in natural planting schemes, now works for Randle Siddeley Associates in the UK. 


The fes 


ival continues until 2 November. Visit domaine-chaumont.fr/en for more information. 


Open house 


This stunning contemporary garden in 
Dulwich, south London, was designed on 
agrid by Christopher Bradley-Hole using 
blocks of yew, gravel and box balls. It’s one 
of around 300 gardens you can visit this 
month as part of the National Gardening 
Scheme’s Festival Weekend to raise money 
for nursing and caring charities. It's open 8 
June, 2-5pm, 9 Dulwich Village, London SE21 
7BU. For details of all gardens opening for the 
Festival Weekend (7-8 June) visit ngs.org.uk 


the garden of 
designer Tom Stuart-Smith, 
and get the chance to visit 
Serge Hill, his childhood 
garden. Day includes tour 
and talk by Tom with lunch, 
llam-3pm, £85; or drop in 
for afternoon tea (2.30- 
5.30pm, no booking 
required) £15. Proceeds to 
the creation of the Garden 
Design Archive, at the 
Garden Museum. 
14 July and 15 September, 
gardenmuseum.org.uk 


by 24 leading 
sculptors, including David 
Goode and Hamish Mackie 
in the gardens of Hatfield 
House. The Great British 
Sculpture Show 2014 runs 
until 30 September, 
hatfield-house.co.uk 


at West 
Dean in West Sussex has 
been completed after six 
years of reworking. New 
perennial plantings with a 
sense of loose formality 
better complement the 
Harold Peto-designed 
pergola situated alongside, 
westdean.org.uk 


are 
now part of The Chelsea 
Gardener, which celebrates 
its 30th anniversary this 
year, chelseagardener.com 


in garden and landscape 
history will start at the 
Institute of Historical 
Research, University of 
London, in October, run by 
Dr Barbara Simms. The 
deadline for applications is 
31 August. history.ac.uk/ 
study/ma-garden-history 
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VISUAL OF THE BALANCE BY HAY JOUNG HW 


Sophisticated and spacious Linear 
Paving from Global Stone 


An inviting contemporary sandstone design, 
perfect for patios and pathways. 


Discover the range at www.globalstonepaving.co.uk/linear 
or call 0845 60 60 240 


GLOBAL STONE 


NATURAL STONE PAVING 


4 Wildflower meadows - 


"inspirational, 
‘ eautiful 


instantly established. 


Lindum Wildflowe ily 

is pre-grown with native - : ? mG 
wildflowers and grasses. eek Ta 
and rolls out with ease. : Ds si) 


01904 448675 + lindum@turf.co.uk "Oo 
@lindumturf [WY 
Lindum 


www.turf.co.uk 


taking grass a step further 


A BALI Designer will create 


Whatever your taste... 
Whatever your space... 


4 - 7 1) > = 
Designer - Christine Whatley MBALI — p Sirec Opal OA 


your dream garden 


To find a BALI Registered Designer, Contractor, or 
affiliated supplier of quality landscape products 
near you, visit the BALI directory at: 
www.bali.org.uk 


Or call us today for information or advice: 
02476 690333 


British Association of Landscape Industries l(a 


Landscape House, Stoneleigh Park, 
Kenilworth CV8 2LG BALI 


World Leaders in Classi€ Roses 


“ 2 
. Rediscover the romance parses. a 


New Seasons’ Roses Plant Centre Catalogue 


Please quote GI614 when placing an order 
or requesting a catalogue. 


www.classicroses.co.uk. 01953 454707 


1 The sky 

is the limit 

A celebration of vertical 
gardening designed for the 
2011 Chelsea Flower Show 
by Laurie Chetwood and 
Patrick Collins. The 
balconies and window boxes 
are positively overflowing 
with plants including 
nasturtiums and tomatoes. 
There is even a living green 
herb wall, proving that 
high-rise living can still 

be bountiful. 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


window boxes 


They may be small, but don't overlook their 
potential as growing spaces that can beautify 
your home and create a relaxing little retreat 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 
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ont let the small matter of not actually 

having a garden hold you back from 

growing whatever takes your fancy. 
Containers placed on a balcony or even a simple 
window box can offer great planting potential — 
as long as you fully understand the plants’ special 
requirements and are prepared to feed and water 
them accordingly. Think beyond pelargoniums 
and petunias and perhaps consider a succession 
of salad crops, herbs or even chillies. 

There are some practical issues that must be 
addressed before you fill your balcony with plants. 
Drainage is very important. Try to determine 
exactly where the excess water will drain away. Will 


2 Out on the roof 


High above the bustling 
streets of Paris this stunning 
prairie garden provides a 
rooftop refuge for the 
employees of an American 
law firm. The choice of prairie 
grasses and perennials works 
well here, as they are quite 
happy in the extreme weather 
conditions that exist on this 
open and exposed rooftop, 
similar to the conditions 
found on many balconies. 


3 Herbs on high 


Growing edibles, such as 
herbs, when you are limited 
for space is such a luxury; 
being able to pop out and pick 
what you need for the pot is 
wonderful. Mediterranean 
herbs are generally tough 
plants and a good choice for 
an exposed spot where they 
get plenty of light. 


4 Less is more 
Having a collection of 
containers on a small 
balcony or roof terrace gives 
you the flexibility to move 
them around if you need 
more space. Keeping the 
pots all the same material 
or at least the same colour 
gives the scheme a sense 
of cohesion and harmony. 


it run down the walls of the house or cause a 
problem by pouring on to a neighbour’s balcony 
below? Weight is another major factor: if the 
containers are too light they may blow away 

but if they are too heavy they could result in 
structural damage to the building. Remember 
that wet soil significantly increases the weight, 

so be cautious and don’t overload a balcony. The 
best plan is to consult a structural engineer for 
advice on load bearing. 

Carefully analyse the location and consider 
the planting conditions. Is it a south-facing, 
sun-scorched balcony or a dark and shady window 
ledge? Wind can bea major problem for — [> 
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5 Green and 
gorgeous 

This massed planting of 
low-growing Fargesia murielae 
‘Bimbo’ around the railings of 
this London roof garden looks 
simply stunning. Make sure 
you supply adequate irrigation 
for any container-grown 
bamboo: they really do have 
to be kept well watered 
otherwise they will look dry 
and unkempt in no time. 


6Noroom 

for pots? 

Even the tiniest of balconies 
can have plants growing on 
them with these cleverly 
designed pots that ‘bridge’ 
over the railings. Not only 
are they fun and clever but 
also they are quite safe. 
Hidden clips secure them 
underneath, so there is no 
danger of them falling into 
your neighbour's balcony. 


7 Simplicity 

This elegant galvanised-steel 
window box from Garden 
Requisites comes in a variety 
of sizes, and is available in 
black or grey. Alternatively, you 
could paint it yourself to match 
your house. The design allows 
you to have pots even if you 
don't have a windowsill. 


> balconies or window boxes, drying out both the 


soil and plants. So often you see the straggly, 
desiccated tops of a neglected bamboo that has 
been planted on an exposed balcony, when all it 
needed to thrive was some shelter from the wind 
and an adequate water supply. Check whether 
rainwater will actually reach the containers, as 
quite often an overhanging structure on the house, 
such as the eaves, may prevent this. It might be 
wise to install an irrigation system, providing a 
regular supply of water. 

Some container-grown plants will grow at a 
slower rate than those planted in the ground, so 
do give some thought to their eventual size. With 


judicious pruning you can prevent shrubs and 
trees from become top heavy or outgrowing the 
site. For long-term care, root pruning is advisable 
to maintain the health and vigour of the plant. 

If space is limited or awkwardly shaped, then 
have the containers made to measure. It is far 
more interesting to select your own materials and 
colours. If your window ledges are very narrow, fit 
brackets to the house wall just below the 
windowsill and position the window boxes there. 
By securing the boxes with small hooks attached 
to the wall, you will have the peace of mind that 
they won't end up on someone else’s balcony. 
NEXT MONTH Designing for climate change 
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Choosing the right plants for a balcony or window box 


The secret of success is to establish the aspect and the growing conditions for your 
particular situation. Once you have done that, here are some options for suitable plants: 


Sunny and open aspect 
Armeria maritima 


Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ 


Eryngium agavifolium 
Hippophae rhamnoides 
Lavandula x intermedia ‘Grosso’ 
Libertia peregrinans 

Olearia macrodonta AGM* 


Tamarix ramosissima ‘Hulsdonk White’ 


Shaded and sheltered aspect 

Daphne odora 

Epimedium x perralchicum ‘Frohnleiten’ 
Helleborus argutifolius AGM 

Luzula sylvatica 

Osmanthus heterophyllus 

Polystichum setiferum Divisilobum Group AGM 
Rubus rolfei ‘Emerald Carpet’ AGM 

Tiarella cordifolia AGM 


ry 


ial 


8 Vertical 
gardening 

If space is tight then consider 
having a living or ‘green’ wall. 
The key to success is 
choosing plants that will suit 
the location and using 
evergreens means that you 
stand a better chance of 
continual interest. Ensure 
that they are well irrigated 
and can be maintained easily. 


Useful contacts 


Companies supplying pots, 
window boxes and furniture 
suitable for balconies include: 
* thebalconygardener.com 
A great website for all things 
to do with balconies. 

* elho.com 

Make a range of products for 
balconies and terraces made 
out of durable, brightly 
coloured plastics. 

* encompassco.com 
Acompany that specialises 
in contemporary European 
furniture for both interior and 
exterior use. 

* garden-requisites.co.uk 
For hand-woven wirework 
balconnettes to hold pots 
and window boxes. 


“Holds an Award 
of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 


Horticultural Society. 
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3 CED Natural Stone 


SUPPLYNG HARD LANDSCAPING PRODUCTS TO 
RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW [MEDAL WINNERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS 


the pot 
company 
We sell a wide range of pots, planters and 
window boxes for indoors and out. We stock 


over 100,000 pots at our UK warehouse and 
can deliver on a next day basis if required. 


These include a range of corten steel burners and water 01708 867237 
features designed and manufactured in Holland. Nationwide Depots 


= www.ced.ltd.uk ED 
We are now the sole agent for Adezz products in the UK. enquiries@ced. Itd.uk | 
7 Natural 
01892 890 353 www.thepotco.com BS ae i i) @ ¥ P EB GQ series Stone 


Raised beds, planters, 
retaining walls & ‘oak 


build it with WoodBlocxX! 


WoodBlocxX are a natural, elegant and simple system 
for designing and creating structures in your garden. 


ae 4 The BlocX are manufactured in the Highlands of Scotland from 

\i | sustainably sourced local timber. Different combinations of BlocX 
| can be used to make all sorts of garden structures on soil, grass 
| or hard surfaces like paving and tarmac. 
The clever part of WoodBlocx is that the blocks are rigidly joined 
together with special dowels and wedges made from recycled 
plastic. Because there is no need for any heavy lifting, drilling, 
screws or nails, BlocX can easily be built by anyone. 


3 WoodBlocx is perfect for... 


..and anything you can imagine! 


Jam—5pm... 


5 fF eephone 0800 389 1420 velesicl 


— <a> Components 
wo _Email us on... admin@WoodBlocX.co.uk a 
Fa WoodBlocxX, Munro Sawmills, Old Evanton Road, Dingwall, Ross-Shire, Scotland I1V15 9UN 


design sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


Garden games 


Nine games to delight children of all ages 


ts 


WORLD CUP FEVER BOWLED OVER THE JOY OF CROQUET 
Akiko Football Goal Wooden Skittles Reigate Croquet Set On Stand 
£269, Skagerak £30, Uber Games £239.99, Jaques 
01548 842979, salcombetrading.co.uk 020 8123 6812, ubergames.co.uk 01732 500200, jaqueslondon.co.uk 


BECOME SMITTEN BOUNCE BACK TO THE SEVENTIES FRENCH FUN 

Ultimate Smite 66cm Retro Space Hopper Akiko Boules 

£49.50, Heritage Gardens £15.32, Space-Hoppers £149, Skagerak 
0800 694 1841, heritagegardens.co.uk 0844 500 4194, space-hoppers.co.uk 01548 842979, salcombetrading.co.uk 


HIGH LIFE IN THE BAG RIGHT ROYAL KNOCKABOUT 
Zoomee Trampoline (8ft) Potato Sack Race Set Kubb 
£150, TP Toys £20, Doodlebugz £39.90, Masters Traditional Games 
08456 049049, johnlewis.com 0845 259 1359, notonthehighstreet.com 01727 855058, mastersgames.com 
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“Views of the Mikhailovsky™ 
Gardens, the'settifig for the 
--Yannitial festival. This'year's theme 
is Fine Art of the English Garden. 


Dag 


Annual International Festival, St Petersburg, 6-15 June 2014 


IMPERIAL GARDENS 
OF RUSSIA 


Now in its seventh year, this annual 
international festival of park and garden art 
and design is held in Mikhailovsky Garden, a 
park in the beautiful grounds of the former 
Mikhailovsky Palace in the centre of Saint 
Petersburg. Now the State Russian Museum, 
the palace is home to one of the largest 
collections of Russian Fine Art. This year 
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Fine Art of the English Garden is the theme 
and the festival will focus on the history, 


traditions and new trends in English gardens. 


There'll be plenty of green lawns, herbaceous 
borders, topiary and roses to evoke some of 
England’s most iconic garden traditions, as 
well as re-imaginings of some of the gardens 
owned or created by famous historical 


figures. But this won't just be a look at the 
past, there’ll also be gardens that reflect 
today’s style and give a nod to the future. 

A selection of invited international designers 
including Jo Thompson, Andrew Duff and 
Andy Sturgeon from the UK will be creating 
garden designs (see right) along with 
elaborate flower arrangements and sculpture. 


Jo Thompson is a Ghelsexeimare winning garden designer working 
on projects across England and Europe. Her garden for the festival is 
inspired by the quintessential English gardens of Sissinghurst and 
Pashley Manor with a central gazebo, plenty of roses and annuals 


enclosed by low evergreen hedges and punctuated with box cubes. 


LAMY | 
Andrew-Duffia garden saa, and director of the Garden ih 
Design Faculty at Inchbald School of Design. His garden is a space 
for modern life that reflects current naturalistic planting trends 
— ai « alongside more historical elements such as a box parterre and yew 
= hedging remodeled for a more contemporary feel. 


] 


Andy Sturgeon is renowned for his Chelsea gardens and designs that 
combine traditional materials with bold planting to create a modern 
architectural feel. For the festival he is using a charred timber structure 
complemented by white accents to give a sense of the Russian birch 
forests. Traditional clipped hedging forms the backdrop to the garden. 


103 


SAVE upto 42% 
on the pewfed 


FATHER'S DAY GIFT 


SAVE UP T0 42% with this unique and thoughtful magazine subscription gift this Father’s Day... from gardening to fast cars, science to history, inspiration for his 
next holiday or the essential guide to TV and radio, there’s a magazine to suit every man’s taste. Order today for the perfect gift this Father’s Day. 


HiSTORY 
ne 


12 issues 
for £29.99 


Packed with triple-tested 
recipes and practical 
ideas for every 
meal occasion 


12 issues 
for £29.99 


Help your father create 
that perfect garden he’s 
always wanted 


13 issues 
for £31.00 


12 issues 
for £29.99 


The science and 
technology magazine 
for his inquisitive mind 


Inspire him every month 
with the award winning 
Lonely Planet Traveller 


13 issues 
for £32.99 


If he loves fast cars and 
driving, he’ll love Top 
Gear magazine 


13 issues 
for £37.99 


Help him unravel the 
history of his family tree 


13 issues 
for £34.99 


Britain’s bestselling history 
Magazine; perfect for 
enthusiasts of all levels of 
knowledge and interest 


12 issues 
for £39.99 


The biggest name in 
astronomy 


13 issues 
for £32.50 


Packed full of great 
ideas for your father 
to explore the British 

countryside 


13 issues 
for £34.99 


Stories of adventure and 
exploration 


13 issues 
for £32.50 


The UK’s leading 
natural-history magazine; 
offering him a window to 

the natural world 


13 issues 
for £29.99 


Get him inspired with 
over 75 recipes, restaurant 
recommendations and 
travel ideas 


26 issues 
for £29.99° 


The ultimate digital TV 
and radio guide 


13 issues 
for £34.99 


Help him swim, bike and 
run faster with the UK’s 
no. 1 selling 
triathlon magazine 


Call 0844 844 0260 


Quote Code FDGIP14 


Visit buysubscriptions.com/fathersday 
Quote Code FDGIP14 


ay More great offers available online at www.buysubscriptions.com/fathersday 


Order before 
8th June to receive 
a FREE gift card 


bts Senet tae OEE, ee ee a 


Or complete the order form and send it to: Immediate Media Company, FREEPOST RSTB-HAAA-EHHG, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8PX. 


FDGIP14 


Your details (essential) 


Your choice of magazine(s)** Price 
Title Forename Surname 

Address. 

Postcode Email address * 

Daytime Tel Number. Mobile Number + 

Gift recipient details 

Your choice of magazine(s)** Price 
Title Forename Surname 

Email address 

Address 

Postcode Daytime Tel Number. 


Offer ends Sunday 15 June 2014. This offer is valid for UK delivery addresses only. All savings are calculated as a percentage 
of the Basic Annual Rate. For overseas rates visit www.buysubscriptions.com/fathersday. Should the magazine ordered change 
in frequency; we will honour the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. Calls to 0844 numbers from a BT landline 
will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 


“Radio Times subscriptions are for 26 weekly issues (6 months), The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is 
£102.00. This price is for 51 issues, which includes the Christmas double issue and a contribution towards first class postage. 


Payment Details 
| enclose a cheque made payable to Immediate Media Co Ltd, or 


please debit the 


following amount from my credit/debit card: £ 


Mastercard Visa Maestro 


Card Number 


FICO OUI 


Valid from Expiry date Issue No. (Maestro) 
Signature Date 


*“For Radio Times subscriptions please indicate which region you require, London, Anglia & Midlands (1, North West, Yorkshire 
& North East], Wales[_], South, West & South West Scotland Northern Ireland [_]. Please note, if a region is not selected 
subscribers will automatically receive the London, Anglia & Midlands region 


timmediate Media Company Limited would love to tell you about special offers and promotions from the Immediate Media 
Company Group. Please tick if you'd prefer not to receive these by: Email [_] Text Message [_] Regular Post [] Telephone 
Your information will be handled in accordance with Immediate Media Company's privacy policy: immediate.co.uk/privacy- policy 


Branded BBC titles are licensed from or published jointly with BBC Worldwide (the commercial arm of the BBC). Please tick here 
if you'd like to receive regular newsletters, special offers and promotions from BBC Worldwide by email. Your information will 
be handled in accordance with the BBC Worldwide privacy policy: bbcworldwide.com/privacy 


Please tick here to receive emails from Lonely Planet Global, Inc. for all your travel inspiration, tips and exclusive offers. Your 
information will be handled in accordance with Lonely Planet's privacy policy: www.lonelyplanet.com/legal/privacy-policy 


With 1,300 years of history, an English King, two saints 
and one of the great gardens of the world. 


here the Cotswold meets the West Country, featured on many 

television programmes, this truly spectacular 5-acre garden beside the 

12th-century Abbey Church in the centre of medieval Malmesbury, 
and straddling the River Avon, has brought praise from around the world. 

Words used to describe it range from unique, unforgettable, magical, paradise, 
heaven on earth, through to ‘This garden alone made my visit to the UK worthwhile; 
‘The loveliest truly English garden on the planet; ‘A real national treasure for the 
future’ and from Alan Titchmarsh “The WOW factor is here in abundance!” 

Featuring formal knot gardens, spring bulbs, tulips (quarter of a million), 
hostas, laburnum tunnel, colonnade walk, roses (largest collection in the UK), 
japanese maples, fruit trees, double herbaceous borders, irises, alstroemerias, herb 
garden, monastic fish ponds. Woodland and riverside walks with wildlife from 
water voles, the occasional otter, goldcrests, longtailed tits, treecreepers, kingfishers, 
woodpeckers to sparrowhawks, buzzards and swans. 

The spirit of the place shines through and could be one of the best garden 
visits you ever make. 


The Abbey House Gardens 


Visitor information 


Abbey House Gardens 
Market Cross, Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire SN16 9AS 


Tel 01666 827650 
Email info@abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 
Website www.abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 


Opening times 
21 March — 31 October, Llam-5.30pm 


Admission 
Adults £8, Concessions £7 
Family (2+2) £18, Children 5-15 £3 


Special events 


One ‘clothes optional day’ per month. 
See www.abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 
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BEAUTIFUL PLANTING 
IDEAS FOR CONTAINERS 


: | Pots of Style is a special edition 
GA R D I. NS featuring 44 beautiful potting 


schemes that will help you plant 
Pots of Sie gorgeous containers. 
Brighten up and transform 
Boe even the smallest spaces with 
LF vo 


ONLY * Cm sperms WA oc 2 ee this inspiring publication. 
$7. 99 © NP: ay hi Ls Le «°» Discover inside 
(INC. aes \ \ q 1% ee “s (=~ * 40 best plants for containers 
7 AS Ai ™ Expert schemes and tips 


™@ The finest pots on the market 
® Stunning hanging basket designs 


Perfect planting ideas for beautiful containers 


Plus — subscribers to 
Os esheemead GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
a an eme §©rmagazine receive FREE UK P&P! 


i SPECIAL EDITION: 


ie < 


Inspiring step-by-step planting —_ Beautiful pots and plantersto | Suggestions for gorgeous plants 
by leading designers complement your favourite plants _ that will thrive in containers 


ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY 


ee 


Order online buysubscriptions.com/potsofstyle 
Or call 0844 844 0253" and quote POSHA14. 


* UK subscribers to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED receive free postage on this special edition. Prices including postage for non-subscribers and residents outside 
the UK are: £9.49 for UK residents, £10.99 for Europe and £11.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
T Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 
Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays and 9am-lpm Saturday. 
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Nymans garden in Sussex is one 

of four iconic gardens that feature 
in the book British Gardens in Time, 
reviewed on page 111. 


TRUST IM. 


L 


ATASTE OF ADVENTURE...) 


Wookey Hole Cave Aged Cheddar is a PDO traditional 
West Country Farmhouse Cheddar handmade in Dorset © »- 
and aged in Somerset's famous Wookey Hole Caves. * “ 
It is rich, tangy and mature in flavour and further enhanced 

with the deliciously distinetive, earthy and nutty aroma 

of the Caves. ie ae 


Sore 2 ii) 


@ www.caveagedcheddar.co.uk W @WookeyCaveAged BE WookeyHoleCaveAgedCheddar 


CLIVE BOURSNELL 


REMAKING A GARDEN: 
The Laskett Transformed 
by Sir Roy Strong, 

photography by Clive Boursnell 
Frances Lincoln, £30 

ISBN 978-0711233966 
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Remaking 
» a Garden 


The | 


Transformed 


There is a terrible poignancy in 
the death of a gardener. The 
continuing growth of the place 
they once tended only amplifies 
the loss. The surviving partner is 
swamped by inertia but without 
the presiding spirit the garden can 
quickly become a soulless shrine. 
The theatre designer Dr Julia 
Trevelyan Oman and her husband 
Sir Roy Strong, the former 
director of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, began a garden 
in Herefordshire in 1973 called 
The Laskett. Her design skills and 
plant knowledge combined with 
his exploration of garden history 
saw it expand into four acres, 
becoming one of the most 
idiosyncratic gardens in England. 
But in the summer of 2003 Julia 
was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer and within a month had 
died. Strong, then in his late 
sixties, chose not to maintain the 
status quo but to instigate “the 
great cull’, refashioning The 
Laskett garden to inevitably 
reflect more of his tastes while 
still respecting Julia’s memory. 
The book charts a year of that 
renaissance and the photographs 
by Clive Boursnell, refreshingly 


The removal of 
some trees gave life 
to a previously dark 
area of the garden, 
which Sir Roy 
Strong chose to 
highlight with a 
painted urn to 
mark the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee. 


: ~ 
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for a garden book, show as much 
energetic destruction as patient 
construction in this garden — 
which today is open for visits 
from pre-booked groups. 

This book is a call to be brave. 
All gardens, Strong argues, need 
adjustment as views become 
obscured, plants congested and 
trees too large. Circumstances may 
have forced his hand, but the 
change has been invigorating. He 
writes that even if The Laskett 
garden was to be razed to the 
ground, the act of creation and 
fellowship with his two gardeners 
during the past decade has given 
him great happiness. 

I take issue with Sir Roy on 
just one point. Of remaking the 
garden he writes, ‘it is not 


eg 


something that in any sense an 
amateur gardener can set out to 
achieve’. This denies the 
motivation and optimism of 
anyone who has ever sown a 

seed, or planted a tree. Very 

few of us have the means to 

make something as ornate as 

The Laskett, but that doesn’t mean 
that our small efforts to create 
paradise, whether it be on a grand 
scale or a window box, won’t 
resonate in the memory of those 
we love long after we have gone. 


Caroline Beck is a garden writer. 
book offer 


RRP £30. Reader offer 
price £27, including p&p. 
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YOUr SeCial SUDSCription offer! 


www.buysubscriptions.com/spring 
0844 844 0260 eBags SPG 


Book reviews 


>3: THOR Ny 


«BRITISH 
GARDENS « 
IN TIME SS 


(HE GREATEST 
GARDENS AND THE ?BOPLI 
WHO SHAPED THEM 


We. KATIE CAMPBELL 
\akaMad 


BRITISH GARDENS 

IN TIME 

by Katie Campbell, 

photography by Nathan Harrison 


Frances Lincoln, £20 
ISBN 978-0711235762 


Subtitled ‘the greatest gardens and 
the people who shaped them this 
book features Biddulph Grange in 
Staffordshire, Nymans and Great 
Dixter in Sussex and Stowe in 
Buckinghamshire. The gardens 
range from the Georgian period 
to the modern, in the form of the 
garden of the late Christopher 
Lloyd. The gamut runs from what 
Alexander Pope considered the 
prime example of the new English 
style, through Victorian opulence, 
the romance of the 19th-century 
Arts and Crafts movement and 
finally the ‘plantsman’s paradise’ 
of Great Dixter today. 

Stowe’s landscape originated 
when Lord Cobham’s new wife’s 
dowry enabled him to pursue the 
pleasures of ‘friendship, politics 
and garden-making’ Unsullied, the 
garden appears preserved in aspic, 
its temples of British Worthies, of 
Ancient Virtue and of Friendship 
now enriched by the patina of age. 

At Biddulph Grange, 

James Bateman, with his 
wife and their friend Edward 
Cooke, ‘created one of the 
most intriguing, bizarre and 


memorable gardens of the 
Victorian era’ It reflected a shift 
from landscape and horticulture 
‘shaped by poets and philosophers’ 
to gardens made by wealthy 
merchants and industrialists. 
Bateman’s enduring fascination 
for all rare and exotic plants led his 
‘master passion’ for orchids and, 
later, for rhododendrons and 
azaleas, prompting the creation at 
Biddulph of areas known as the 
Scottish Glen and China. 

The Nymans estate sits in the 
Sussex Weald where, in Edwardian 
times, ‘garden making was the key 
to social integration: Thus the 
Messels, ‘of German-Jewish descent, 
spurred on by neighbour William 
Robinson and inspirational head 
gardener James Comber, propelled 
the grounds of a ‘rather sombre 
Regency villa to the heights of 
horticultural excellence. 

Katie Campbell’s book makes 
excellent and stimulating reading, 
putting 300 years of horticultural 
endeavour into precise context 
alongside gardens (and people) of 
similar vintage. Her consistent voice 
wins over the BBC Four television 
series that it accompanies. Although 
visually pleasing, the series suffered 
from having too many presenters, 
none of whom was the author. 


David Wheeler is editor of 
gardening journal Hortus. 


book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer 


price £18, including p&p. 
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MORE THORNY 
PROBLEMS 

by Helen Yemm 

Simon & Schuster Ltd, £12.99 
ISBN 978-1471136702 


Regular readers of the Saturday 
Telegraph's gardening section will 

be familiar with Helen Yemm’s 
weekly dose of horticultural 
common sense. This second 
compilation of her “Thorny 
Problems’ columns is another 
entertaining romp through her 
answers to the conundrums that 
plague the nation’s gardeners. Helen 
never blinds with science and always 
says what she thinks, whether 
warning against the folly of buying 
bargain plants, or a rather hilarious 
(but harmless) way to stop cats using 
your garden as a litter tray. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book, 
reacquainting myself with some 
memorable advice (a transistor radio 
ina plastic bag permanently tuned to 
Radio 5 to deter deer) or the new 
additions in the shape of seasonal 
‘things to consider lists. As an 
organic gardener, I was less keen on 
her chemical solutions, but I suspect 
the Telegraph readership still includes 
some who think organic gardening is 
hippie nonsense. Helen is quite 
prepared to swim against the 
tide, but there are signs that 
she too is adopting an increasingly 
environmentally friendly 
approach. A good bedside book. 


Stephanie Donaldson is a writer 
specialising in organic gardening. 


book offer 
RRP £12.99. Reader offer 
price £11.99, including p&p. 
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THE NEW SYLVA: 

A Discourse of Forest 
and Orchard Trees for 
the Twenty-First Century 
by Gabriel Hemery 

and Sarah Simblet 

Bloomsbury, £50 

ISBN 978-1408835449 


The publication of this 
sumptuous book is timed to 
coincide with the 350th 
anniversary of John Evelyn’s 
seminal Sylva, a discourse on trees 
that inspired generations of 
landowners to improve woodland 
management. After an 
introduction to Evelyn and his 
work, the book describes the 
essentials of tree biology and 
forest ecology, before providing 
detailed profiles of 44 forest and 
orchard trees. The smaller 
hedgerow and orchard trees, 
such as hazel, spindle and apple, 
will be of particular practical 
interest to most gardeners. 

This is an expensive but 
beautifully produced book that 
can be enjoyed on several levels. 

I suspect that most readers will 
begin with Sarah Simblet’s 
exquisite drawings that grace 
almost every spread and, with 
their detailed captions, capture 
the character of individual trees 
and convey botanical details with 
enviable skill. 


ook reviews 


The text is a reference source 
for questions ranging from 
seed germination to timber 
characteristics, but flows so well 
that the reader will be beguiled 
into consuming large sections at 
a single sitting. It’s also a book 
for dipping into. Woven into 
discussions of the history and 
future challenges in silviculture 
there are fascinating asides. You 
can learn about the hazards of 
making elderflower champagne 
(exploding bottles), discover how 
to make medlar jelly and find out 
how to straighten dogwood stems 
for arrow shafts in the embers of 
an open fire. We live in an age 
obsessed with design, with plants 
often viewed as blocks of form, 
colour and texture, but trees with 
a cultural heritage add a deeper 
historical narrative to any garden. 

There are forest trees alive 
today that were well established 
when Evelyn published his 
original Sylva. Whether any that 
we plant today will be thriving in 
another 350 years is a moot point, 
given the challenges of climate 
change and the increase in 
frequency of new tree diseases 
(discussed in the final chapter). 
But planting trees is an 
affirmation of faith in the 
future, and this book will 
inspire new generations of tree 
planters, just as the original did. 


Dr Phil Gates is a natural history 
author, journalist and broadcaster. 


book offer 
RRP £50. Reader offer 
price £45, including p&p. 
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VOLTAIRE’S VINE AND 
OTHER PHILOSOPHIES: 
How Gardens Inspired 
Great Writers 

by Damon Young 

Rider & Co, £12.99 

ISBN 978-1846044175 


Gardening is a compelling activity. 
Having dedicated my life to the 
profession, I often find myself 
speculating why this is so. This 
thought-provoking book fuels 

such speculation without attempting 
anything so crude as a definitive 
response. This is an exploration 

of the role gardens or gardening has 
played in the thought, literature and 
lives of authors as varied as Austen, 
Sartre, Orwell and Colette. 

For Voltaire gardening 
symbolised rational progress; for 
Leonard Woolf, the materially futile 
but worthy struggle against the 
forces of chaos. Sartre’s chestnut 
tree is a visceral symbol of the 
existentialist world; limitless 
contingency, at once repulsive and 
compelling. At times the portraits 
focus as much on the authors’ 
psychology as their intellect; for 
Orwell, gardening was an outlet 
for guilt-fuelled masochism, whereas 
Austen needed gardens to sustain 
her creativity. I will not expect my 
own musings to reach a conclusion 
any time soon, but thanks to this 
fine book, we may think in the 
company of some great minds. 


Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained 
gardener and writer. 


book offer 
RRP £12.99. Reader offer 
price £11.99, including p&p. 
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 - Hadham Refecioty Table and Chinoiserie Chairs 
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Backless Edo Seat painted Forest Green Carlton Seat painted Grey Indian Lattice 2 Seater painted Whit 
Traditional, Contemporary & Bespoke Garden Furniture 


Made from Iroko or Oak Made in the UK 
Andrew Crace, 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 


www.andrewcrace.com 
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WISDOM FOR 
HEN KEEPERS 
by Chris Graham 
Bloomsbury, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1472900043 


WISDOM FOR 
BEEKEEPERS 

by James Tew 
Bloomsbury, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1472900036 


With vegetable growing on 
the rise and food miles and 
provenance at the heart of 


every foodie’s ethos, it’s little wonder 


that home-harvested eggs are 
enjoying a renaissance. Wisdom for 
Hen Keepers is an engaging book, 
charmingly illustrated with 
woodcuts by Melvyn Evans. Author 
Chris Graham takes aspirant small- 
holders, and urban and rural 
self-sufficiency fans on a poultry 
journey in 500 points, which starts 
from setting up your coop and 
selecting your breeds to teaching 
you how to ‘show hens, and even 
slaughter them for the table. 

The points range from the 
obvious ‘Premium poultry feed 
brands offer top quality’ to the 
unexpected ‘Even the most docile of 
hens can turn into rabid killing 
machines’ But the 500-tip format, 
although easy to navigate, works 
against it at times making it 
repetitive — even henpecking — 
though overall it teaches a lot. 

What we learn is that chickens 
are fascinating creatures, they get 
stressed easily, they’re fox magnets, 
they need regular commitment and 
a lot of care and attention. They 
come in two basic types: hybrids, 
which lay better, and pure breeds, 
which look prettier; they pick up 
some challenging illnesses and can 
attract rats. Also, shockingly, if one 
bird gets an injury that bleeds, the 
rest of the coop can and will peck it 


WISDOM 


to death. They can be both the 
gardener’s worst enemy (stripping 


and scratching borders and lawns) 
and the vegetable gardener’s best 
friend for their ability to clean up a 
bed post cropping and supply a rich 
fertiliser. However, the work and 
money seems to be worth it for the 
purity of a tasty, home-grown egg. 
Because beekeeping is that 
much more complicated, Wisdom 
for Bee Keepers, written by James 
Tew, with illustrations once again by 
Melvyn Evans, works slightly better, 
in that there is more to say and more 
ground to cover. The common 
thread of both, apart from them 
being how-to books for people who 
don't like the look of how-to books, 
is this: you shouldn't enter into 
either hobby lightly but do one (or 
both) properly and you'll be hooked. 


Angela Linforth is a freelance writer 
and aspirant hen and beekeeper. 


book offer 
RRP £14.99 each. Reader offer 
price £13.49 each, including p&p. 


GARDENING WITH 
PERENNIALS 

by Noél Kingsbury, 
University of Chicago Press, 
£16, ISBN 978-0226437453 
Inspiration from Chicago’s 
sustainable Lurie Garden. 


OFFER 
PRICE 
£15 


GARDENING, 
PERENNIALS 


NOEL Kiso BURY 
is 


THE PLANT RECIPE BOOK 

by Eel Chapman, OFFER 
Artisan, £17.99 PRICE 
ISBN 978-1579655518 £16.50 
Detailed guide to planting 
containers, with 100 ‘recipes’ 
to inspire the reader. 


THE WOODLAND BOOK 
by Tessa Wardley, 
Bloomsbury, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1472900005 
How to have fun, and learn 
about nature in a woodland 
environment — for all ages. 


OFFER 
PRICE 


WOODLAND £13.49 
4 BOOK 


> 


WRITING THE GARDEN 

by Elizabeth Barlow Rogers, 
Allison & Busby, £12.99 OFFER 
ISBN 978-0749016906 11.99 
A garden historian chooses 

the best garden writers, with 
examples of their work from 
the past two centuries. 


a 
S 2 
the Garden: 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles 
mentioned in the magazine are available to order via 
gardensillustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 

with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens Illustrated Bookshop, 

PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4W4J. Free delivery within UK. 
Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per order, please 
call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders 
are subject to 28 days delivery and available while stocks last. 
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2/7 unspoilt beautiful beaches, the prettiest harbour 
town in Europe, inspirational cliff walks, characterful 
castles, independent kiosks and honest hedge veg; 
all packed in to 25 sq miles. 


Whether you’re indulging in ice cream churned from 
the milk of our famous Guernsey cows, taking seaside 
strolls, sampling seafood in St Peter Port or exploring 
one of our sister islands, there’s plenty to float your 
boat — everything Is close to hand but you’ll feel away 
from it all, whilst relaxing in the subtropical climate. 


Order your Free brochure today on 
0800 028 5353 quoting ref: 2853/6 


VISITGUERNSEY.COM #REDISCOVERLIFE Rediscover what life's about 


Reader offers 


OFFER 
ONE 


Online plant retailer Crocus has a great selection of interesting 
plants for discerning gardeners. To celebrate summer, it is 
offering GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers a discount across its 
plant range, including some of the key plants featured in the 


15% off plants at Crocus 


magazine this month, such as Centaurea (page 62), 

romantic old-fashioned roses (page 46) and those in Penelope 
Hobhouse’s garden (page 50). Your 15% discount is available 
on all plants on crocus.co.uk until the end of June. 


Centaurea 


Thistle-like flowers from May to July. Prefer full sun. 


Roses 


Gorgeous, old-fashioned roses for a romantic appeal. 


C. SCABIOSA 

This native species has coppery 
coloured buds and large purple 
flowers. Attractive to pollinating 
insects. Easy to grow from seed. 
75cm x 40m. Approx 20 seeds. 
Offer price £2.12 (normally £2.49) 


C. JORDY 


This is a new cultivar with gorgeous, 


deep plum-purple flowers on tall, 
upright stems above bushy clumps 
of silvery-green foliage. 45cm x 
60cm. 9cm pot. 

Offer price £5.09 (normally £5.99) 


Penelope Hobhouse’s garden 
Penelope uses a colourful mix of plants placed in repeated groupings for impact. 


R. ‘SCEPTER’D ISLE’ 


The loose clusters of soft pink 
flowers on this shrub rose give a 
continuous display throughout 

the summer. Rich myrrh perfume. 
1.2m x 90cm. 4-litre pot. 

Offer price £15.29 (originally £17.99) 


R. ‘LA REINE VICTORIA’ 

Not in Arne's featured selection 

but one of the key roses in his 2012 
Chelsea garden. Perfumed rose-pink 
flowers. Train over an arch or pillar. 
1.5m x 90cm. 4-litre pot. 

Offer price £15.29 (originally £17.99) 


CHAMERION ANGUSTIFOLIUM 
‘ALBUM’ 

Will spread to form a sizeable clump 
of tapering spires with white flowers. 
Remove faded flower heads before 
seed has set to prevent too much 
self-seeding. 1.5m x 50cm. 9cm pot. 
Offer price £5.94 (originally £6.99) 


HOW TO ORDER 


LATHYRUS ODORATUS 
‘MATUCANA’ 


Traditional sweet pea with highly 
fragrant, bi-coloured blooms from 
July to September. Prefers full sun 
and humus-rich, well-drained soil. 
2m x 2m. Approx 20 seeds. 

Offer price £1.69 (originally £1.99) 


To see the full range of plants available go to crocus.co.uk and 
select your plants. Discount will be applied at checkout stage. 

To gain your discount enter the code 9160 when prompted. 

Offer closes 30 June 2014. Offer excludes delivery (standard 
charge of £4.99) and VAT. Delivery to mainland UK only, excluding 


NEPETA RACEMOSA 

‘WALKER’S LOW’ 

Aromatic leaves and deep violet to 
lilac-blue flowers through summer. 
Good for pollinators, it’s also useful 
for ground cover or edging a path. 
AGM*. 60cm x 50cm. 2-litre pot. 
Offer price £6.79 (originally £6.99) 


SALVIA NEMOROSA ‘CARADONNA’ 


Glowing purple stems loaded with 
deep violet-blue flowers. Compact 
cultivar perfect for the front of a 
border. Attractive to pollinators. 
AGM. 30cm x 30cm. 9cm pot. 

Offer price £4.24 (originally £4.99), 
or 2-litre pot £6.79 (originally £7.99) 


certain parts of Scotland. Offer valid for plants and seed only 
featured on the Crocus website. All plants are subject to 

availability. Open to UK addresses only. Prices quoted LPS 
are the offer prices to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 

readers taking into account the 15% discount. 
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*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
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A Year of Plants on iPad 


Now available to iPad users as a digital edition, A Year of Plants 

is essential reading for gardeners looking for clever planting ideas. 

Leading experts explain how to enrich your garden from early 

spring to late winter. In this special edition you'll find: 

¢ More than 200 plant recommendations 

+ Plant choices by leading experts — including Great Dixter’s head 
gardener Fergus Garrett, plantsman and designer Dan Pearson 
and nurserywoman Chris Marchant 

« A fantastic range of hardy, easy-to-grow perennials 

* Beautiful plants to ensure your garden is interesting every month 

* Sumptuous photographs to inspire you 


The original printed version of this special edition is sold out, 
but iPad users can now download a digital version for £4.99 
(original price £7.99) via the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED app. 

For details of the app please search for GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
on the App Store. 


Win GROW London 
preview tickets 


Enter our competition to win one of ten pairs of tickets to GROW 
London's special Garden Party Charity Preview on 19 June 2014. 


GROW London (20-22 June) is a new garden show packed 
with inspiration on ways to transform your outside space. 
Located on London's Hampstead Heath and aimed at novice 
and experienced gardeners alike, the show will have a stylish, 
contemporary feel, with lots of beautiful, hand-crafted tools, pots, 
furniture and other garden accessories available to buy, as well as 
the very best plants from a selection of specialist nurseries. 


The Garden Party preview evening (held in aid of the Garden 
Museum) allows you to enjoy a complimentary glass of wine as 
you shop ahead of the fair opening to the public. For more details 
about the event go to growlondon.com 


HOW TO ENTER 
To enter the competition to win tickets to the Garden Party Charity 
Preview on 19 June 2014, please answer the following: 


Which river runs through Hampstead Heath? 
a) The Fleet b) The Thames c) The Trent 


By Post Send your answer on a postcard along with your 
name, address and contact details to: Gardens Illustrated 210/ 
GROW London, PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA 

Online Or enter online at gardensillustrated.com 

Closing date 8 June 2014 

Please note Prize does not cover travel or accommodation. 


TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Promotion excludes promoter employees, contractors 
and anyone connected with the promotion or their direct family members. By entering, you agree to be bound by 
all the rules of the promotion. Only one entry per person. Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older. No 
responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. Winning entries will be chosen at random 
from all eligible entries. The closing date for entries is 11.59pm, 8 June 2014. The winners will be notified by email 
or post within four days of closing date. The draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. The prize 
does not include travel to/from the event or any accommodation. For winners’ details send an SAE within two 
months of closing date to Gl Competitions, Immediate Media, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS13BN. Ifa 
winner is unable to be contacted within four days, the Promoter will offer the prize to a runner up. Promoter 
reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. 
Entrants’ details will be used in accordance with Immediate's Privacy Policy (immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy). 
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Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Immediate 
Media Ltd, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


Still lives 

| want to thank you so very much for your 
feature in the March issue about Rachel Dein 
and her exquisite flower-cast relief tiles [issue 
207, p70]. The article mentioned that courses 
were available in north London and a group of 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers gathered from 
as far afield as Leicester, Norwich and the 
South Coast to take part. We didn’t need a 
vehicle to return home, we could have floated 
— it was such an inspirational afternoon. 


Surrounded by tiles large and small that Rachel had made, she showed us the various 


processes involved and even allowed us to raid her garden to produce these unique and 


beautiful pieces of art. What | love about them is they capture a moment of time, like a 


photograph, but in such exquisite detail. The two tiles | made are now hanging proudly in 


my kitchen and | can’t wait to try creating some more. 


Karoline Baird, West Sussex 


NEW TALENT 

Familiar face 

I was very pleased to open my May issue of 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED and see one of my 
Kew classmates, Rossana Porta, had made 


your profile for gardening talent [issue 209, 
p23]. Rossana is a great gardener and always 
does such a good job with her work on show 
gardens. I am always very happy to see her at 
flower shows and seeing what work she has 
carried out. I am delighted that Rossana is 
still working at Kew with trees, I know how 
much she loves trees and working with 
them. Great profile, thank you. 

Aaron Bertelsen, Great Dixter, East Sussex 


FORGOTTEN PLANT 
Town jewels 
I was delighted to read your fabulous feature 


on auriculas [issue 208, p58]. It immediately 
took me back years to my grandparents’ tiny 


back yard, where they proudly displayed their 
auriculas in my grandfather’s home-made 
theatre. As a small child I loved the sparkling 
colours of these flowers, and what a history 
they have in urban, British working-class 
culture! Val Bourne’s selection of these 
exquisite, tiny flowers has now filled me 

with enthusiasm to get back to my gardening 
roots and give these plants a go. 

Margaret Lyons, St Helens 


STYLISH POTS 

Bright ideas 

Thank you for the lovely ideas for creating 
colourful containers [issue 209, p64] in the 
May issue. Having recently been forced to 
leave my lovely garden for a flat with just a 
few square feet of concrete I was feeling a bit 
despondent. Now I can’t wait to start filling 
my pots with brilliant colour. 

Louise Nicholls, by email 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 

The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for carrying 
clippings, leaves, logs or soil around the garden. It’s also 
waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find details 
of Carrier Company's range at carriercompany.co.uk 


With fears of long-term food 
security rising, can our cities 
be utilised to grow the food 
we need? 


Alys Fowler is a 
Kew-trained 
gardener, author and 
television presenter — 
and a keen kitchen 
gardener 


Could a city grow all the food 

it needs to feed itself? It's 
unlikely. But if we tried, there 
would be benefits above mere 
self-sufficiency: the air would be 
cooled, the rain run-off would be 
absorbed and food miles would 
be reduced. 

Currently, around 20 per 
cent of the world's food is grown 
in cities. This is increasing, but 
so are cities’ populations and the 
infrastructure needed for those 
growing populations. In most 
cities around half of all the area 
is green space — so there is still 
potential for us to turn more of 
this land over to growing food. 

I'm not sure that this is a 
future I'd really want, even if it is 
a viable option. | wouldn't want 
every inch of green to be edible, 
| like my parks to have mighty 
oaks and flowers beds. If we 
wanted to feed everyone we'd 
need to use every inch. 

Perhaps, we should aim for 
being self-sufficient in certain 
things. Salads and herbs are 
easy to grow in limited, even 
temporary spaces. But growing 
food needs to be about more 
than satisfying hunger it’s about 
sun, soil and community and the 
best future will factor this in too. 


+ What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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SPECIAL OFFER el aaasg £20 OFF PLUS FREE SHOWER HOSE WORTH £10 WITH EVERY JETSTORM 


Boost the power of your 
shower and SAVE money too! 


“We tried out five eco shower heads 
checking their flow rate and quality of 


Robin Whitfield 
Jetstorm 


Designer & Inventor GOOD HOUSEKEEPING INSTITUTE 


A shower is an experience to help you wake up, wind 
down and get ready for whatever's round the corner. As 
simple pleasures go, it's hard to beat that welcome spray 
and force of bursting droplets on your skin. Agreed? 


would like to introduce you to the Jetstorm 


F : WITH EVERY 
— just one of the groundbreaking range 
of revolutionary water-efficient shower JETSTORM 


heads from Ecocamel. With several years 
of scientific research, we have been able to 
produce a shower head that instantly increases 
pressure and performance to create an 
exhilarating shower experience, whilst using 
significantly less water. I'm so confident you'll love 


your new powerful shower, we’re offering all readers a 


HOSE 
30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE*. So why not take a few 


seconds to unscrew your current showerhead and replace it 1 4 4 WwW 
with a new powerful Jetstorm — you’ve got nothing to lose! 


POWER IN THE SCIENCE 
This pioneering shower head is named the Jetstorm 
because of its patented dual valve ‘AirCore’ technology. 
Developed to infuse a storm of minute air bubbles into each 
droplet which are then blasted, jet-like, onto your skin... we 
guarantee you'll increase your shower’s power instantly 
and reduce your water consumption considerably! What a 
feeling, the droplets — now bursting with air — are so much 
lighter than normal and, rather than just bouncing off you, 
they saturate and spread all over your body — giving you a 
senational shower experience. Choosing the right Jetstorm 
is easy... if you have a normal gravity, main-pressure or 
pump system buy the Jetstorm. If you use a low-pressure 
system or electric shower, ask for the Jetstorm E. 


SAVE WATER, ENERGY & MONEY! 
These are tough economic times — with energy prices 
soaring to an all time high, everyone is trying to reduce their 
outgoings. The Jetstorm not only helps cut your water bills 
but reduces your energy bills too! Using less water means 
using less energy to heat it, saving you ££££s on your 
energy bills — SIMPLE! 


WORTH £10 


Patented 
AIR-CORE 
Technology 


Dual-valve 
for twice the 
POWER 


Air Air 


Water 


experience. Our favourite is the Ecocamel 
Jetstorm, it felt powerful and invigorating.” 


FREE P&P 
WHEN YOU 
ORDER 2 


\ British INVENTION 
f \sanp Desicn 


WHAT THE em 
EXPERTS SAY: 


“Definitely one of the 
simplest ways to make 
financial savings in the home 
without having to make too 
many changes to your routine.” 
JUSTIN HARPER ~ DAILY MAIL 


“Adding to the commercial 
benefit is the showering 
experience by an Ecocamel 
shower head, which has been 
commented on by many of our 
customers.” 


KAREN SAWBRIDGE — OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 
ALFA LEISUREPLEX HOLIDAY GROUP f 


MORE POWER FOR YOUR POUND 
You would think using less water would mean losing 
power... wouldn’t you? No, the Jetstorm not only uses 
less water it increases your showers performance! An 
independent, accredited UK testing house has proved it. 
Showing an average water saving of 20%-60% compared 
to other showerheads. Plus, for a limited time only we’re 
offering £20 off the RRP and a FREE shower hose (worth 
£10) — meaning even more money stays in your pocket! 
Quote your discount code GI270 at checkout. 


INDEPENDENT TEST RESULTS 


Our claims are all backed by the most rigorous testing 
to make sure we meet the strictest water efficiency 
criteria. Independent testing at an accredited UK testing 
house demonstrated average water savings of 20%- 
60% compared with 5 other shower brands available in 
High Street retail stores. This translates to a saving of 
around 10,000 litres of water a year for an average 
household. And businesses, such as hotels, can save 
much more! 


When ordering by phone, quote the discount code below to claim your FREE HOSE WORTH £10 


Call 0208 211 3666 or visit ecocamel.com/gi270 


Or fill out the order form below and send to: ECOCAMEL Ltd, 258 Belsize Road, Suite 16-17, Kilburn, London, NW6 4BT 


30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


*lf you are dissatisfied for any reason, then please return to us for a full refund. 


YES please send me my: enclose a Cheque/PO made payable to Ecocamel Ltd 


or pay by credit/debit card: ECOCAMEL Gl270 
JJetstorm+ FREEHOSE £29.95+%495p&= £54.90 ,4 PGWEREUL SHOWER POWEREULSAVINGS 
For standard systems BLUE | | GREY No | | | i ote ee 
: ame 
1 Jetstorm-E + FREE HOSE £29.95+£4.95p&p= £354.90 | | | 
For electric and low pressure systems BLUE | | GREY Address 
Start Date Expiry Date 
2 Jetstorms + 2 FREE HOSES £49.95 + Free pep- £49.95 rar lei] 
For standard systems — SAVE £13.95 BLUE GREY Security Code Post Code 
2 Jetstorm-Es + 2 FREE HOSES £49.95 + Freepgp= E49.95  -- 
For electric and low pressure systems — SAVE £13.95 BLUE GREY Met 
Signature 
Telephone 


GRAND TOTAL: 
POST TO: ECOCAMEL Ltd, 258 Belsize Road, Suite 16-17, Kilburn, London, NW6 4BT 


If you do NOT wish to receive further SPECIAL OFFERS from us, or from 
companies we recommend, please tick this box 0. 


Crossword 
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ACROSS 

1Savill Garden creator's first seen in 
Hypericum (4) 

4 Shrub related to the witch hazel 

— so Roy clips madly (10) 

9 Variety of apple — another fruit, 
chief! (8) 

10 Like an iceberg lettuce — awfully 
spicy right inside (6) 

11 Thameside Park with a Great 
Conservatory — partly glassy one (4) 
12 Pays attention to hard seed 
variety (5) 

13 Night-time pollinator (4) 

14 Angelica tree genus - possibly 
Australian (but without nuts!) (6) 

16 Climbing, fragrant flower — as you 
might describe a mangetout? (5,3) 
18 Maidenhair fern genus Anita 
confused with mud! (8) 

21 Emphasise what an uprooted plant 
suffers (6) 

22 Tart — which can turn hydrangea 
flowers blue! (4) 

24 Modify part of formal terrace (5) 
25 Remove top of bushy boundary 
for border (4) 

27 Spade-like scoop (6) 


aaa 


pee 


Es 
28 Genus of carnations and pinks (8) 
29 Pampas grass genus — makes a 


carrot die off (10) 
30 Naked one's autumn crocus! (4) 


DOWN 

2 Abounding with eg marsh grasses (5) 
3 Genus of shrubs with yellow, pea-like 
flowers — in corolla, oddly (9) 

4 Tree fern genus — a bit juicy at heart (7) 
5 Surface-spreading roots (7) 

6 An orchid genus — set clay mixture (7) 
7A Petunia grandiflora series... which 
produces a colour spectrum (5) 

8 Busy Lizzie genus (9) 

15 Purple-leaved chicory (9) 

17 A four-petalled potentilla — 7/9ths 
agony! (9) 

19 Lagged behind - like a hanging basket 
plant? (7) 

20 Bullfighter’s fast-growing spinach (7) 
21 Term indicating ‘saw-toothed’ 

leaves (7) 

23 Small piece of turf accidentally 

dug up (5) 

26 Dug or damaged melon, for 

example (5) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: June 2013 to 
May 2014 issues are 
available. 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 
edition — search 
‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 
on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


GARDENSJGARDENS 


; seat base Saree Fa 


Alliums-~ 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). 
Subscriber discounts available — 
see below for details. 


TO ORDER CALL 


0844 844 0253 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 


Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


SINGLE ISSUES 


would like to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 

UK - £4.40 per copy 
EU — £5.20 per copy 


would like to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 

UK - £7.50 each 

EU — £8.50 each 


Rest of world — £6 per copy 
CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


L_] Rest of world — £9.50 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


| enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for £& 


| would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa Mastercard L] 


copy/copies of issue(s). 
NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

UK — £5.50 per copy 

LJ EU- £6.50 per copy 

Rest of world — £7.50 per copy 


slipcase(s) 
NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

UK — £9.50 each 

L_] EU- £10.75 each 

Rest of world — £12 each 


Maestro Bg 


HOW DOU DOO DU 


Expiry date | = L] | Issue no. (Maestro only) L] L] 


+44 1795 414721 


Signature Date / / 
ERTS STOTT RR Se ae GC Ge eee 
ACROSS: 1 Scales 5 Tar spot 9/25 Bean pole 10 Edged 11 Ribs 12 Sepal 13 Trefoil 16 Posts 17 Anna YOUR DETAILS 
18 Whip 20 Norma 22 Pool 23 Pinetum 24/15 Sharp sand 27 Malic 28 Thin 29 Mutants 30 Sorrel. 
Title Forename 
DOWN! 2)Chelseaictiops Lonepoda4 swell SiacctesG)RodselsiavirchcolasiUbiAlomdanmpriccmem | —<--------<<--2-enen vee ceee enero coc screen ecco cc nec ene senna Sena coon acs seerecenececencsoceeds 
16 Penstemon 19 Pungent 21 Rambles 22 Planter 24 Sacks 26 Ohm. Surname STURT ON ne mt Bates Cer ea ns Meet OER APEC CMTE BY 
Address 
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You can now buy GARDENS ILLUSTRATED as a digital edition 
...t0 storé and read wherever you are: on a plane, a train or even 
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SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF INSTANT 
HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 


Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 


with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 


1.8m high Beech in production Chelsea Gold for David Austin Roses Instant maturity 
and the Elveden Instant Hedge™ 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees, Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge™ — the only true Instant Hedge 


Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 


Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Summer inspiration 


Embrace the pleasure and style of craftsmanship in your garden this summer. From hand-crafted furniture 
and ornate sculpture to great gift ideas for the family, we can help make your summer garden special 


1 CRANBORNE STONE 


As one of the UK’s leading specialists in high- 
quality cast stone, Cranborne Stone has supplied 
some of the country’s finest gardens. Handmade 

in Dorset by our skilled craftsmen, our beautiful 
range of handmade garden benches, planters, vases, 
fountains and balustrade suit all tastes and styles. 
TEL 01258 472685 WEB cranbornestone.com 


2 WHICHFORD POTTERY 


All Whichford flowerpots are handmade in 
Warwickshire and carry a 10-year frostproof 
guarantee. Whichford’s hand inscribed 

service adds a personal touch to an enduring 

gift - perfect for weddings, anniversaries and 
birthdays. Please see website or phone for details. 
TEL 01608 684416 WEB whichfordpottery.com 


3 TEAK TIGER 


Special Offer - Bristol Hardwood Armchair 
Our solid heavyweight armchair (14kg) is now 
only £99. Or purchase two or more and pay 
just £79 each. Includes FREE fully assembled 
delivery to UK mainland. Offer only available 
while stocks last. 

TEL 0800 068 0333 WEB teaktiger.com 


4 ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 


Spring 2014 Fine Garden Ornament Catalogue 
now available; new products include a large range 
of verdigris copper planters and stone and marble 
dining tables. Our latest Antique inventory is now 
online, featuring fine examples of period garden 
statuary, fountains and planters, alongside unique 
antique staircases and panelling. 

TEL 01386 584414 WEB architectural-heritage.co.uk 


5 BORDER SUNDIALS 


Capel Tenison’s Border Sundials make 
high-quality armillary spheres and horizontal 
and wall sundials. Each sundial is personally 
hand-engraved to your instructions and 
finished to the very highest of standards. 

TEL 01873 840297 WEB bordersundials.co.uk 


6 WOODIE WAGON 


The Woodie Wagon is the perfect, practical 
accessory for your home, garden and beyond. 
These large, easily manoeuvrable, durable and 
responsibly sourced wagons have been used on 
the continent for many generations. We are the 
exclusive UK distributor. 

TEL 01620 861689 WEB woodiewagon.co.uk 


Summer gardens to v 


S 


Make time to visit a garden and embrace this bloomingly gorgeous time of year. This collection of open gardens 
incorporates a variety of beautiful plants and styles to ensure you experience the summer at tts very best 


Winner of the HHA/Christie's 
Garden of the Year Award 
2012. Considered to be one 

of the best gardens in Great 
Britain. Set in 30 glorious 

acres nestling against Dorset’s 
Jurassic Coast near Weymouth, 
they were described by Alan 
Titchmarsh as “One of the finest 
gardens I have ever visited”. 
Open daily from 10am to 5pm, 
last admission 4pm. 

ADDRESS Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
TEL 01305 871387 

WEB abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


3 CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 


— Image ©Charlie Hopkinson 
Hidden behind high walls this oasis of calm is one of the world’s 
most important botanic gardens, dating from 1673. In its sheltered 
microclimate, many rare species thrive. Newly opened for 2014 is the 
Garden of Medicinal Plants. 
ADDRESS 66 Royal Hospital Road, London SW3 4HS 
TEL 020 7352 5646 WEB chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


2 MAPPERTON GARDENS 


Mapperton Gardens is a unique valley 
garden in West Dorset, in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty. The gardens 
surround the Jacobean manor house, 
stable blocks, dovecote and All Saints 
Church. Below the Orangery and 
Croquet Lawn is an Italianate formal 
garden with fountains, topiary, grottoes, 
ponds and stone statuary, laid out in the 
1920s. Beyond this is a summer house 
overlooking two fish ponds, leading to 
the Wild Garden. 


ADDRESS Mapperton, Beaminster, 
Dorset DT8 3NR 

TEL 01308 862645 

WEB mapperton.com sree? 


4 THE BISHOP'S PALACE 


A moated medieval palace surrounded by 14 acres of picturesque 
gardens. Home to ancient springs that give the city of Wells its name, a 
wild arboretum, Garden of Reflection and Community Garden. 
ADDRESS Off Market Place, Wells, Somerset BA5 2PD 

TELO1749 988111 WEB bishopspalace.org.uk 


5 BLARNEY CASTLE 


Blarney Castle's extensive gardens are a must-see destination. 

Stroll through tranquil surroundings in the arboretums, lake and 
woodland walks. View prehistoric plants in the Fern Garden. Dare to 
enter our Poison Garden. Visit the druidic Rock Close with its caves 
and dolmen, and make a wish on the Wishing Steps while the waterfall 
cascades alongside you. There's also the famous Blarney Stone, so 
remember to get your kiss! 


Café and souvenir shop on site. 
Partial disabled access. 


ADDRESS Blarney, Co. Cork, Ireland 
TEL +353 214385252 
WEB blarneycastle.ie 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


6 POWIS CASTLE AND GARDEN 


6 
2 8 
_ is 3 
Powis is one of the few baroque gardens to have survived almost intact. 4 7 
Beneath the stunning red brick castle lie Italianate terraces, original lead @ 
statues, lavish herbaceous borders and spectacular roses and perennials. 1 


ADDRESS Welshpool, Powys SY21 8RF 
TEL 01938 551929 WEB nationaltrust.org.uk/powis-castle 


7 BORDE HILL GARDEN PARK 


Explore this enchanting 20th-century garden and admire the 
Elizabethan house nestled among its unique outdoor rooms including 
the Rose and Italian Gardens. Continue your journey through magical 
woodlands and tranquil parklands and immerse yourself in the living 
history of this fascinating garden. Don’t miss the Dog Show 15 June 
and the Borde Hill Plant Finders Fair 27-29 June (extra charge applies). 
Open daily, 22 March to 2 November 2014 (except 26 July), 10am - 
6pm (or dusk if earlier). 


‘One of the country’s truly great gardens’ - Country Life 


ADDRESS Borde Hill Garden, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1XP 
TEL 01444 450326 
WEB bordehill.co.uk FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @bordehill.co.uk 


8 THE BETH CHATTO GARDENS 


Find inspiration in the beautiful Essex gardens of ten-times Chelsea 
Gold Medal winner Beth Chatto OBE. Drought tolerant planting 
descends into lush Water Gardens and the cool of Woodland Gardens, 
demonstrating perfectly the ethos of ‘right plant for the right place’ 
Open seven days a week, there's also a large plant nursery propagating 
quality plants all year round while the Tea Rooms offer refreshment 
over-looking the world famous Gravel Gardens. 


ADDRESS Elmstead Market, Colchester, Essex CO7 7DB 
TEL 01206 822007 
WEB bethchatto.co.uk 
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BUILDINGS 


All our supports are handcrafted in Tenbury Wells from 
Solid Steel which are affordable and robust. The plant 
Girdle as featured here is only £995. 


dovetail 
greenhouses 


sf Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


STOP pet urine bur 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


Y for FREE brochure pack 
BEFOREDog Rocks AFTER DOQ Rocks: www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


Dog Rocks placed in NURSERIES 


your dog's water bowl 
help stop pet urine 
lawn burn patches. 


‘Nurseries 
S&S Garden 


‘We have one of the largest ranges of trees and shrubs in the country, including native trees, 
hedging, conifers, roses, perennials and fruit. Larger specimen trees and shrubs are also available. 


‘We can deliver nationwide and are happy to give advice and quote for any size project. 
Dobbies Open 7 days a week 9am - 5pm 


i Dingle Nurseries & Garden, Welshpool, Powys SY21 9JD 
www.dogrocks.co.uk #8 1: 01628 822243 T: 01938 555145 .- E: info@dinglenurseryandgarden.co.uk « www.dinglenurseryandgarden.co.uk 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk Marketplace 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


LOUISE MARY 


S - IVE R 


KIT 


A superb kit from renowned jeweller and silversmith Louise 
Mary, containing all you will need to create a beautiful 
silver pendant and a pair of earrings. 


Includes 
‘An introduction 
to silver jewellery 
making’ by 
Louise Mary 


mai 


fe! Nea AeRICNArAS i Ltd 


a on = : SS ~ / 
Garden Design Construction Planting a engy —— Hap 
Surrey, Hampshire, Sussex and London. = = I’ 
Visit our Website to see further case studies. = ‘ 
— 
01483 893989 Buy online from twenty-twenty.co.uk 


enquiries@nrgardendesign.com 
; TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 
www.nrgardendesign.com 


IRONWORK 


Mow With Us, the name for choice, Service and quailty’ 
m4 eae 


HONDA 


Authorised Dealer and one of 
the country’s largest 


retailer catalogue available 


Call for FREE advice on 01962 892466 ON ZS ers Si 7 
garden-requisites.co.uk 


Buy online at www.mowwithus.com 


Cedar Nursery 


Plants & Outdoor Living 


a , Dae 


Visit us 7 days a week in Cobham, Surrey 


Fey 


ERD SMe ek. oes ae 


ape Design Oak Garages and Car Ports 


Come and meet our friendly, knowledgeable team and see our design led 
range of Plants and Pots, Garden Furniture, BBQs and Outdoor Kitchens, 
Wood Fired Ovens, Cedar Hot Tubs, Oak Buildings and 3D Landscape Design. 


Call Click Visit 
01932 862473  landscaping.co.uk Horsley Road, Cobham, KT 11 3UX 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
isjavailable as 
a digital edition — 
search ‘GARDENS 
ILEUSTRATED’on the 
App Store, Google 
Play or-Zinio.com 
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the writer's plot 


The hole in the wall gang 


Frank is experimenting with a selection of plants he hopes are up for a vertical challenge 


he north side 
of the terrace 
is enclosed by 


a wall, low enough to be 
sat on and wide enough 
for a drinks tray. As soon 
as they had begun it I was 
plaguing the builders to 
leave planting holes at 
irregular intervals and 
could see by their reaction 
that that was an affront to 
their professionalism — this 
was before we had got to 
know each other and they 
had evidence that my 
difficult requests had reason 
behind them, and I was 
already in their bad books 
by only allowing them 
about eighteen inches of 
precious meadow to stand 
on while they built the 
other side, so to get my 
holes I had to go off and 
buy lengths of plastic pipe 
and give exact instructions 


about where and how they were to be incorporated. 
The first thing that I was desperate to get going was aubrieta. 
It is completely satisfying to see a great fat beard of ordinary 
aubrieta flopping down a wall and I had been longing for one 
of my own. An attempt to grow it over the side of a raised bed 
had resulted in balding failure. So I was in a hurry and jammed 
three into the new holes as soon as the concrete was dry. Of 
course there was a freak heat wave the next week and wet 
cloth had to be draped over them to stop them frying. 
One survived and is now well on its way to being 
enormous. The other two were replaced at a more 
sensible time of year and are catching up nicely. 
Planting into the wall is not an elegant or scientific 
act. The root ball is inevitably bigger than the hole and 
has to be torn and squashed as you poke it as deep as it 
will go, in hopes that it will find the stash of soil at the 
wall’s centre. It is a gamble that this will happen before 
the plant dries out and dies. You can’t water once the 
plant is home, without washing out what soil it has. 
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Wallflowers, it hardly needs to be pointed out, 


are ecstatic when grown in wall conditions 


Frank Ronan is a 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


A plug of clay is good for 
holding things in. 

Wallflowers, it hardly 
needs to be pointed out, 
are ecstatic when grown 
in wall conditions, yet 
how seldom you see 
them. They become 
perennial, almost 
shrubby and sometimes 
flower through the 
winter. The thing you 
see most is Centranthus 
ruber, which I haven't 
put in yet. It is such a 
thug that I am afraid it 
will oust everything else. 
But Iam wondering now 
whether the golden form 
of valerian proper, 
Valeriana phu ‘Aurea 
(which is not enjoying 
life in the border), might 
appreciate being elevated 
to a hole of its own. 

I once saw Aeonium 
tabuliforme growing 


out of a wall in Cornwall, and realised that was the only way to 
do it. It is how they grow in the wild, out of the sides of cliffs in 
the Canaries. The very flat discs need to be vertical or water 
collects in the slight convexity at the centre and they rot. If you 
can get hold of the cristate form, you have an endless supply of 
propagation material and can make a liberal distribution in every 
crevice. They expand surprisingly quickly and it would be sensible 
to pull them out again in the autumn and overwinter them in 
safety. I leave them in the absurd hope that one might 
come through one day and flower. 

You could have a whole herb garden in a wall, 
and it would look a lot better than one of those edged 
in scabby box affairs. It recreates the conditions of 
a Mediterranean hillside more nearly than anything else 
we could provide, and if your wall is a sitting wall like 
mine it is nice to be seated among scent and pick and pull 
and crush and nibble as you chat. So far I only have my 
favourite winter savoury in, but it is making me think I 
need to have more holes made, and walls probably. 


Greenhouses 


JaDnel as 


FOR OUR FREE 
BROCHURE CALL 


0844 8807909 


The only 
timber 
greenhouses 
endorsed by 
the RHS 


Horticultural 
Society 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


FARM, FARNDON, CHESTER CH3 6QP. 


Lean To’s | Patio Glasshouses | Coldframes | Shed Combi | Planthouses | Staging 
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT MONUMENT 
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HARTLEY PQ BOTANIC 
ae 


WiIThiA PREDE SINCE 1336 


EXCELLENCE |S IN 
THE DETAIL 


~ S = 2, 
From your very first contact with us you'll realise we are different. We are immensely proud of all our products, and know that, 
from the designs on the drawing board, throughout manufacturing to the finishing process, our products stand superior. 


In support of 
For a brochure please call or click 


0800 783 8083 


www.hartley-botanic.co.uk - Quoting ref: Gl 


PRINCE’S 
FOUNDATION 


THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY 


